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Modern MiraclesModern MiraclesModern Miracles   

At the mention of miracles, we often picture the biblical kind: a dead person 
brought back to life, a small amount of food feeding a crowd, sight restored to 
a blind man. Yet even today we look for unexpected healings or an earthquake 
victim found alive after days amid rubble. 
 
But consider someone born with poor eyesight who, thanks to technology, 
can work as a professional proofreader or create intri-
cate digital paintings. Consider someone with a pros-
thetic leg who can run and even win races. Consider 
someone who, thanks to a donated heart, kidney or 
blood, continues to live. Consider friends in the United 
States and Europe who can connect in “real time,” 
offering support during a crisis. 
 
Technology — whose source is the human brain created 
by God — makes possible a new, modern-day type of miracle. When used for 
good, it can overcome barriers, allowing us to celebrate life and serve one an-
other. Miracles, indeed! 

 

“Do not pray for an easy life; pray to be a stronger 
person. Do not pray for tasks equal to your powers but 
for powers equal to your tasks. Then the doing of your 
work shall be no miracle, but you will be the miracle. 
Every day you shall wonder at yourself and the rich-
ness of life which has come to you by the grace of 
God.”                                          —Phillip Brooks 



PAGE 2 ST .  PETER ’S EVANGELICAL UCC 

August 2021 

St Peter’s church Board met for its monthly meeting, Wednesday, August 11, 2021.  All members of 
the Board were present.  Sherry Coker presented a devotional reading and prayers and concerns 
were shared for special needs for members and friends. 
 
Minutes of the July Board meeting were approved as submitted.    Treasurer Jeff Ware presented the 
treasurer’s reports for both the months of June and July.  Both reports were approved as submitted. 
Under old and continued business, Search Committee chair, Sherry Coker, announced that the 
Search Committee was planning a meeting to review the pastoral search process and the church’s 
profile. 
The board voted to compensate Pastor Carey Higgins for his willingness and availability to make pas-
toral visits. This is in addition to his compensation as a supply pastor.  We are thankful and apprecia-
tive of Pastor Carey’s ministry among us.   If there are special pastoral care needs, please contact Pas-
tor Carey at: 417-597-1043. 
 
There was discussion regarding bush trimming and landscaping possibilities around the church.  We 
will seek knowledgeable advice regarding when and how to maintain the different kinds of bushes and 
trees we current have around the church. 

 
There were several items of new business. The board approved certain actions to help curb the risk of the spread of covid dur-
ing this time of virus resurgence.  These include suspending the passing of the peace and the passing of offering plates during 
worship, encouraging the use of masks and social distancing.  These measures will be reviewed going forward.  These 
measures are being taken to respond to the health threats of the deadly virus and out of faithful concern and respect for the 
wellbeing of others. 
 
September’s fellowship gathering at the Ware’s is scheduled September 18th, Saturday evening at 6 pm, again at the home of 
Alan and Pat Ware.  These special times of gathering with one another have been enjoyable and relaxed occasions.  Come and 
join us!  Many thanks to hosts Alan and Pat. 
 
The board approved a financial love gift to Alan and Jennifer Williams in their time of special need.   Also approved was a 
contribution to the Billings Ministerial Alliance in support of the Alliance’s “back-to-school” school supply gifts to all students 
with the Billings school system. 
 
Special repair needs with the church’s guttering system and air conditioner water damage to the rental property are being 
pursued. 
 
We are grateful for those serving as pulpit supply during the month of September: 

 September 5:  Donny and Susie Briscoe and their Ghana ministry 

 September 12: Kimberly Cooper 

 September 19:  Carey Higgins 

 September 26:  Carey Higgins 
 
The communion steward for September:  David Rauch.  Next Church Board meeting:  September 8, at 6:30pm 
The Board wants to continue to thank you for your faithful generosity and prayerful support as we seek to serve the Lord, 
each other and the world beyond our fellowship, as is our calling as a community of faith. 
 
On behalf of your Church Board, 
 
David Rauch, Board President. 
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Next Meeting 

September 11,2021 

10:00 a.m. 

All ladies are invited! 

    
   

 

September Scriptures 

Season after Pentecost 
Year B 

First reading and 
Psalm 

Alternate First read-
ing and Psalm 

Second reading Gospel 

Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
September 5, 2021 

Proverbs 22:1-2, 8

-9, 22-23 

Psalm 125 

Isaiah 35:4-7a 
 
Psalm 146 

James 2:1-10, (11-
13), 14-17 

Mark 7:24-37 

Sixteenth Sunday after Pente-
cost 
September 12, 2021 

Proverbs 1:20-33 
 
Psalm 19 

Isaiah 50:4-9a 
 
Psalm 116:1-9 

James 3:1-12 Mark 8:27-38 

Seventeenth Sunday after Pente-
cost 
September 19, 2021 

Proverbs 31:10-31 
 
Psalm 1 

Jeremiah 11:18-20 
 
Psalm 54 

James 3:13 - 4:3, 
7-8a 

Mark 9:30-37 

Eighteenth Sunday after Pente-
cost 
September 26, 2021 

Esther 7:1-6, 9-
10; 9:20-22 
 
Psalm 124 

Numbers 11:4-6, 
10-16, 24-29 
 
Psalm 19:7-14 

James 5:13-20 Mark 9:38-50 

Quick Prayer Request from Paul and Jen Schaefer... 

Dear friends and family, 

We have a quick prayer request--Nicholas has been sick for the last week or so. He went to the 
hospital and got some medicine but he still isn't feeling good. Please pray for his quick recovery and 
for all that he has on his plate. He is supposed to be traveling down to near Accra this weekend for 
another of his two week sessions at seminary but if he is not well enough he will not be able to travel. Also, please pray for 
his safety and health as he travels and is down south at school (as the COVID cases are higher in southern Ghana) and 
pray for him as he studies. Lastly, pray that we can get back on track with work after Nicholas returns in two weeks. Be-
tween Paul's arm, internet issues and now Nicholas's sickness, we've not been able to make nearly as much headway on 
translation over the last month as we'd hoped. 
Thank you for your faithful prayers! 
Serving together,     Paul and Jen and family 

The Friendship Guild met August 14, 2021 with 5 ladies pre-
sent.  Denise Hampton gave the devotion "The Parable of 
the Twins".  Charlene Rumley reported $3,124.36 in the 
treasury as August 1.  Charlene reported sending 8 get-well 
and 5 sympathy cards.  The last time when met was met was 
March 14, 2020, at that meeting we passed a motion to pur-
chase a new mop. The mop was never purchased and Chris 
Rauch volunteered to find one.  We discussed how the food 
pantry was going. Chris Rauch gave the topic "God's Love is 
Too Big to Stuff in Your Pocket". We adjourned with the 
Lord's Prayer. 
Our next meeting is September 11, at 10:00 a.m. in the Fel-
lowship Hall. All ladies are invited to join us. 
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September Fellowship Gathering 
Saturday, September 18, 2021 

6:00 p.m. at Petal Junction 

(Alan/Pat Ware’s) 

4908 Zoller Road 

Bring a dish to share, a chair, and a friend. 

Everyone welcome! 
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Learn from Leaves 

As you’re enjoying the fall colors and sipping apple 
cider, ponder this saying: “Autumn shows us how 
beautiful it is to let things 
go.” 

When leaves stop pro-
ducing chlorophyll, they 
turn vibrant shades of yel-
low, orange and red. This 
yearly spectacle makes 
way for the leaves to let 
go and fall. It also serves as a good reminder of 
things we may need to drop: clutter around the 
home, a desire for control, commitments that no 
longer bring joy, personal expectations that cause 
added stress, a need to always be right and so on. 

Just as the Israelites had to let go of their past as 
slaves in Egypt and Saul-turned-Paul had to aban-
don his persecuting ways, we, too, can let go of what 
weighs us down and gets in the way of God’s best 
for our lives. Embrace fall as a season of change 
and see just how beautiful it is to let things go! 

—Janna Firestone 

Answers 
 

Answers to prayers come in various ways, 
sometimes in minutes, sometimes in days. 

And some take years to fully unfold 
the harvest of love and blessings they hold. 

 
Answers to prayers come in various forms, 

sometimes in sunlight, sometimes through storms. 
Some blossom early, and some blossom late, 
but each one will flower — have faith and wait! 

  —Helen Inwood, His Mysterious Ways 

“I play the notes as they are written, but it is God 
who makes the music.”    —JS Bach 



 
Please send October  
Newsletter articles to 
Mary Kastendieck by 
September 23 at: 

marykasten@gmail.com 

Nursing Home Care:   

Mary Lou Hutter and Judy Rauch 

Health & Wellness:   

Jerry Davis, Chet Jenkins, Larry Mathews, Ray-

mond Garbee, Jenise Huffman, Steve Netzer, Aa-

ron Sears (Denise Hampton request), Jeannette 

Wilson (Friend of Cindy Wagemann), Dwight 

Worstenholm (Chris Rauch’s brother), Ann 

Staiger (Hearing), Shirley Snyder (Luella Thom-

as’s Friend-cancer), Brandy Richter (Cassie 

Staiger friend), Mike Rauch, Rebecca Davis 

(Shauntae Staiger’s friend/breast cancer and med-

ication complications), Mary Steinmann, Pat 

Barker (lung cancer), Jennifer  Williams (cancer)  

David Rauch, Robert Crockett (Surgery), Paul 

Schaefer,  Joe Coker, All those dealing with 

COVID. 

In Sympathy:  Family of Craig Mustain (David 

Rauch’s Stepbrother)  

For Pastoral Care:   

Contact Carey Higgins,   at 417-597-1043 

careyshiggins@gmail.com 

09/04 Samuel Ware 

09/07 Mary Steinmann 

09/17 Andrew Staiger 

09/18 Danny Hutter 

09/21 Nicholas Dziwanowski 

09/22 Deanne Dahlman 

09/27 Debbie Schaumann 

09/28 Daniel Hatten 

09/30 Alan Ware 

 

 

09/16 James/Charlene Rumley 

Special Dates…. 
¨  September 6, 2021 

 Labor Day 

¨  September 11, 2021 

 Patriot Day 

¨  September 12, 2021 

 National Grandparents Day 

¨ September 22, 2021 

 First day of Autumn 

Congratulations to Cassie and 

Andy Staiger on the birth of 

their daughter Hannah Marie! 
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