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Thanksgiving All Year Long? 

 

On November 11, 1620, about 102 settlers aboard the Mayflower arrived in the 

New World, and there was nothing to greet them except the harsh reality of a 
New England winter. Within five months, over half their number had died of 
starvation, cold, and disease. How amazing, then, that these “pilgrims” could 

still find reasons to be thankful in spite of such hardship! 
 

 In more modern times, Thanksgiving brings to mind warm memories of 
turkey and dressing, pumpkin pie, family togetherness, and football games on 
television. Thanksgiving is a time when we pause to remember how blessed we 

are as well as to reflect on how we are using those blessings. Sometimes, family 
members whose hearts are full of joy at such occasions might say, “I wish it 
could be Thanksgiving all year long!” 

 
 You know, we really ought to make every day a day of thanksgiving. The 

Bible says, “in everything give thanks, for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus 
for you (1 Thess 5:18).” I honestly don’t believe that the pilgrims concentrated all 
their thankfulness into one  single day, and neither should we! God’s word 

teaches we would be much more joyful people if we would simply learn the habit 
of being grateful people. Here are some practical ideas: 
 

 Every night, write down five specific blessings you experienced that day. 

 At least once a week, take the time to write a note of gratitude to someone 
who has blessed you with their life. 

 Every time you pray, listen to what you are really saying to God. Are my pray-

ers concerned mostly with saying, “I want, I want, I want,” or, “Thank You, 
Thank You, Thank You”?  

 Each day, make it a point to tell just one person in your life something you 
admire and appreciate about them.  

 

 Never forget that everyone has three basic blessings: Life (Acts 17:28), Op-
portunity (Galatians 6:10), and the Lord (Titus 2:11). With these three blessings, 

even the poorest of the poor can be grateful.  
 
John Baker 
Katy Church of Christ 
Katy, TX 



PAGE 2 ST .  PETER ’S EVANGELICAL UCC 

                                      October 2021 

The St Peter’s Church Board met for its regular monthly meeting Wednesday evening, October 11.  
All Board members were present:  Trustees Pat Ware, Sherry Coker and David Rauch; Secretary 
Amber Tinsley; Treasurer Jeff Ware; Sunday School representative, Samuel Faris; and Friendship 
Guild representative Judy Crockett. 

After a beginning meditation and prayer the minutes from the prior meeting and the treasurer’s 
report were approved as submitted. 

The financial summary of the church for the month of September can be found within this newslet-
ter.  Church finances continue to be stable in meeting current expenses and benevolence commitments, thanks to the 
faithful giving of the members and friends of the congregation.  

Under old, or ongoing business the Board decided to continue to follow the Covid related suggestions that have been 
in place for the past several months.  The repairs to the rental property have been completed.   The Board received an 
update from the Pastoral Search Committee. At our next meeting, suggestions and bids for the trimming of some of 
our overgrown bushes around the church building will be discussed. 

Several topics were discussed and some acted upon under the heading of new business.   

It has been confirmed that the church and fellowship hall roofs and the parsonage roof have had extensive hail damage.   
A claim has been submitted to our insurance company. 

The Ministerial Alliance is replacing the Billings church listing signs on Highway 60, and the listed churches have been 
requested to help offset the cost.  The Board decided to contribute to the project.  

Special contributions have been made on behalf of the church to the Ministerial Alliance to help assist with several 
identified local needs. 

A planned fellowship gathering at the Ware’s including a hayride was planned for one of two Sundays in October.   
Though both dates ended up being cancelled, one for weather, but we appreciated the planning work and preparations 
made by the Wares.  We are planning for more fellowship gathers in the coming months. 

The Guild will be collecting for the Emmaus Home after services on November 7 and 14.  The Emmaus Home is an 
United Church of Christ connected institution that has provided services to mentally handicapped persons and their 
families for more than 125 years. This organization has been a special benevolence project for the Guild for many 
years. 

We will have a special congregational meeting following services on Sunday, November 21, to discuss and adopt a 
church budget for the year 2022.    Please plan to join us for this important meeting. 

Pulpit Supply for the month of November:  

November 7:   A special service focusing on thanksgiving and harvest centered hymns and their faith stories. 

November 14:  Pastor Julie Pappenfort 

November 21:  Keith and Carol Mericle and their Paw Packs Pilgrimage 

November 28:   Pastor Carey Higgins 

Next Board meeting will be at 6:30 pm on Wednesday, November 10 

We give thanks to our Lord for the ongoing opportunity to worship together and to serve the world within and beyond 
our walls in His name.   Thank you to all for your prayers, generosity and support for this ministry! 

On behalf of your Church Board, 

David Rauch, Board President 



PAGE 3 NOVEMBER 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Ladies Friendship Guild was called to order by President, Diane Zell, 
with 8 members in attendance.  Denise Hampton gave the devotional entitled, 
"The Power of a "Thank You!"  It showed how kindnesses shown to others can 
have a very great effect on people's lives and they needn't take but a moment to 
do.  Things such as holding a door, giving a compliment, carrying a bag of gro-
ceries for someone, or just sending a card to lift a spirit.  Showing our apprecia-

tion of such things is also well received by others.  For the same way God takes care of us in great & 
small details, we should always show our appreciation to Him; doing things for others on His behalf 
might just be one way we could, especially in these times of great divisiveness! 
 
 Minutes were read by Secretary, Chris Rauch, and approved as read.  Treasurer, Charlene Rumley, 
reported a bank balance of $3,236.36 as of 10/1/21 and sent three Get Well cards and two Thinking of 
You cards since the previous month's meeting. As St. Peter’s Church Board had not yet met at the time of 
Ladies Guild Meeting, no report was given. 
 
 Under Old Business Diane Zell reported that she had bought a mop head for the church dust 
mop.  She also mentioned she called Ozarks Food Harvest to see what kind of help we might get in keep-
ing our Little Food Pantry stocked with food items.  It was determined that the types of food items they 
had was not really what we needed.  This may change at some point, but for now Diane will continue to 
purchase things at Dollar General, Aldi, or Walmart 
 
 Under New Business the date to decorate the church for fall was set for Oct. 23rd at 10:00 am.  A 
motion was made by Denise Hampton & seconded by Judy Crockett to give a gift of $500 to the Wil-
liams family to offset medical costs & other expenses the family is incurring.  Motion carried. 
 
 The topic was presented by Judy Crockett and was based on the 23rd Psalm, as interpreted by the 
author, Charles Alan.  Mr. Alan recommends reading Psalm 23 for seven days, five times a day: upon ris-
ing, at breakfast, lunch, dinner, and at bedtime.  Meditating on this Psalm can actually change one's pat-
tern of thinking which, of course, can affect one's life for the best.  He believes that the power of Psalm 
23 offers a positive, hopeful approach to life; something from which all God's children can benefit! 
 
 The next meeting will be Saturday, Nov.13th at 10:00am.  All ladies are invited and encouraged to 
attend! 
 

Respectfully submitted,   Secretary, Chris Rauch  

Emmaus Home Collection 

There will be a collection plate in the narthex to take collections for the 

Emmaus Home on Sunday, November 7 and Sunday, November 14. 

 

The Friendship Guild thanks you for your support! 



 

 

 

Mission Update from Paul/Jen Schaefer 

October 18, 2021 

Continued on page 5…. 

Dear friends and family, 

Thank you for praying for all of us and the project over the last few weeks. Everyone 
is doing pretty well but it remains a very busy time. We have several praises and a few 
prayer requests. 

Translation 

We thank God that we were able finish the read through and key terms checks on the book 
of Matthew and are now doing the same for the book for the book of Mark. (see picture be-
low) The translation team is well and have been doing a good job. They have all commented on how happy 
they were to work on Matthew,  how understandable it is and how they are all looking forward to having the 
Scriptures printed for everyone to use. 

Please continue to pray for each of the team (Nicholas, Eden, Elisha, Stanley, and Sammy), for 
the read-throughs of the Gospels to continue to go on well and for health and strength for each of them and 
their families. But pray especially for Nicholas with all his responsibilities and also for his wife 
whose mind continues to deteriorate. Also, pray for physical healing for her as well because she fell 
and hurt her knee and isn't able to walk. 

Literacy 

Eden and Samua continue to meet with the volunteer teachers in order to train and encourage them to do 
their best, both in their studies to be teachers but especially in the classroom teaching the elementary stu-
dents. Please keep these volunteer teachers in your prayers, for strength, encouragement and 
wisdom. Pray especially for them as they balance both sides of education (their own training classes and 
teaching the youngsters). 

Also, please keep on praying for the funds for the tuition for the volunteer teachers. Some of 

the colleges are resuming later than they would have (probably because the past year's dates were pushed 

back due to Covid). So some of the volunteer teachers will resume their teacher-training at the end of this 

month and will need to pay their fees.  

Other Responsibilites 

We also appreciate your ongoing prayer for the Consultants in Training (CiTs) that Paul over-

sees, as well as prayer for the Deaf Bible Translation project in 

Ghana that Paul assists from time to time with translation con-

sulting. During the last six weeks, both of these programs have 

needed a significant portion of time. Paul was able to complete 

and turn in the CiTs reports this past week as it is the end of the 

financial year, which includes not only the reports but assessing 

to make sure everyone is on track.  

Nicholas, Stanley and Elisha (r-l) working on the translation: 



 

Also, there have still been many Zoom meetings with the Deaf translators, Ghana administration and oth-
er Deaf Bible agencies over the last few weeks. Please pray for a successful resolution of the 
problems the Ghana Sign Language team has had which have come up over the last few 
months. As well, please pray for Paul to find additional time to continue working on consultant check-
ing the Ghana Sign Language team's book of Luke. 

Also continue to pray for the healing of Paul's arm. We are thankful for the little bits of progress 
he is making through physical therapy. 

Praises: 

--We thank God we were able to finish the read through and key terms corrections for the book of Mat-
thew. 

--And we are thankful the read through and checks of the book of Mark are going on well so far. 

--Also, we thank God for Stanley's upcoming graduation from Bible School in a couple of weeks. (see 
picture below) 

--We continue to give thanks for Eden and Samua and their work with the volunteer teachers as well as 
for the diligence of the student teachers. 

Prayer Requests: 

--Pray for the read through and checks on the book of Mark. 

--Also keep Nicholas and his family, especially his wife, in your prayers. Pray for her mental and physical 
healing. 

--Pray for Paul as he balances the needs of the CiTs and also his extra responsibilities with the Ghana Sign 
Language team in addition to his other responsibilities. 

--And continue to pray for healing (restoration of feeling and movement) in Paul's arm. 

--Please also pray for the money needed for the tuition fees for the volunteer teachers that are in teacher-
training programs. 

Thank you for praying with us for these things and for your support all these years. We thank God for 
you and we praise God for all He has done. For He "is able to do so much more than all we ask or imag-
ine, according to His power that is at work within us." And in that we have much to rejoice. 

 

Serving together, 

Paul and Jen Schaefer 

Caleb, Micah, Josiah and Sarah 

Here is Stanley, Michael, and Rockson (r-l) getting ready for graduation from Bible School. 
As you know Stanley is one of the Safaliba translators. Michael is Sammy's brother who 
wants to be a pastor like his brother, and Rockson is one of the Consultants-in-Training 
that Paul's been working with for a number of years now. 

Continued from page 4... 
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November Scriptures 

  First Reading Alternate First 
Reading 

Second Reading Gospel 

All Saints Day 

November 1, 2021 

 

Wisdom of Solomon 3:1-

9 

 

Psalm 24 

  
 
  

Revelation 21:1-6a John 11:32-44 

 
November 7, 2021 

Ruth 3:1-5; 4:13-17 
 

1 Kings 17:8-16 
 

Hebrews 9:24-28 Mark 12:38-44 

 
November 14, 2021 

1 Samuel 1:4-20 
 

Daniel 12:1-3 
 

Hebrews 10:11-14, 
(15-18), 19-25 

Mark 13:1-8 

Reign of Christ -  
November 21, 2021 

2 Samuel 23:1-7 
 
Psalm 132:1-12, (13-18) 

Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14 
 
Psalm 93 

Revelation 1:4b-8 John 18:33-37 

Thanksgiving Day, USA 
November 25, 2021 

Joel 2:21-27 
 
Psalm 126 

  
 
  

1 Timothy 2:1-7 Matthew 6:25-33 

First Sunday of Advent 
November 28, 2021 

Jeremiah 33:14-16 Psalm 25:1-10 1 Thessalonians 3:9-
13 

Luke 21:25-36 
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Honoring our Veterans 

Veterans Day has its 
roots in what was 
called Armistice Day, 
when a peace agree-
ment ended World 
War I on November 
11, 1918. President 
Wilson proclaimed 
that Armistice Day 
was to be marked 
with solemn pride in 
heroism and with 
gratitude for victory 
as well as the 
“opportunity it has 
given America to show 
her sympathy with 

peace and justice.” In 1954, the re-
membrance was renamed Veterans 
Day to honor all U.S. military person-
nel. It’s a reminder to pray for and 
honor all who serve and sacrifice, to 
support and assist their families, and 
to pray that God will bring peace on 

In the calendar of the tra-

ditional church year, the 

last Sunday of November 

is the last Sunday of the 

church year.   The new 

church year begins with 

the first Sunday in December, which is al-

so the beginning of the Advent Season.   

Toward the end of the church year many 

churches—including we here at St Peter’s 

in the past—have paused during worship 

to remember and give thanks and cele-

brate the promise of eternal life for those 

who have died during the current year.  

We are planning to do this here at St Pe-

ter’s during our service on November 28.  

We have not done this for a year or two, 

so we will remember church members, 

family members and friends, who have 

departed this life during the previous 

three years. 

If there is someone special you would like 

to remember, please let David Rauch or 

one of the other church board members 

know.  

The Billings Ministerial 

Alliance  is sponsoring a 

Community Thanksgiving 

Service this year at the 

Billings Methodist Church, Sunday evening, 

November 21, beginning at 6 pm.   You can 

attend in person or through the Methodist 

Church’s live streaming connection.   More 

information will be forthcoming in the coming 

weeks. 

St. Peter’s Congregation, 

Thank you for all the cards and calls, and es-
pecially prayers for us during the illness and 
passing of our loved one.  

                      Family of Jim Boswell 



 

Nursing Home Care:   

Mary Lou Hutter and Judy Rauch 

Health & Wellness:   

Chet Jenkins, Larry Mathews, Raymond Gar-

bee, Jenise Huffman, Steve Netzer, Aaron 

Sears (Denise Hampton request), Jeannette 

Wilson (Friend of Cindy Wagemann), Dwight 

Worstenholm (Chris Rauch’s brother), Ann 

Staiger (Hearing), Shirley Snyder (Luella 

Thomas’s Friend-cancer), Brandy Richter 

(Cassie Staiger friend), Mike Rauch, Rebecca 

Davis (Shauntae Staiger’s friend/breast cancer 

and medication complications), Mary Stein-

mann, Pat Barker (lung cancer), Jennifer Wil-

liams (cancer)  David Rauch, Marie Risley, Joe 

Coker, Penny Kastendieck, Albert Rauch, All 

those dealing with COVID. 

In Sympathy:  Family of Jim Boswell 

For Pastoral Care:   

Contact Carey Higgins at 417-597-1043 

careyshiggins@gmail.com 

11-01 Jessie Jones 

11-01 Keely McCroskey 

11-06 Dave Robinson 

11-07 Bobbi Rauch 

11-10 Sherry Coker 

11-10 John Wagemann 

11-15 Judy Crockett 

11-17 Mia Hope Hatten 

11-17 Erna Lou Kastendieck 

11-19 Norma Wagemann 

11-21 Mary Beyer 

11-23 Melissa Jones 

11-25 Charles Wallace 

11-28 Debbie Wagemann 

11-26 Curtis/Paula McCroskey  

December Newsletter Articles  

Due on Wednesday, December 29. 

Send to Mary Kastendieck  

Email:  marykasten@gmail.com  

Call or text:  913-594-2484 

Annual Budget  

Meeting 

Sunday, November 21 

After Services 
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