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Greetings all as we move more fully into the spring season and greet the month of 

May once again. In many ways springtime in all its dimensions reflects  and 

speaks to our faith. 

I will share this comment with you.    

“This season is a time of warming weather and nature coming back to life. As 

flowers bloom and animals are born, we are reminded of the innocence and beauty 

that exists in this world and that there is new life all around us. As Christians, we 

are given new life and new mercies every morning. Spring provides a wonderful 
reminder to us that we should be living a full life and leaving the old dead parts of 

life behind. There is always hope during the coldest, darkest winters of life. Spring 

will come and new life will come forth!” 

In the calendar of the “Church Year,” sometimes called the “Liturgical Year,” we are moving soon from the 

Season of Easter to the Season of Pentecost, which this year begins on Sunday, May 23. 

The term Pentecost comes from the Greek meaning "fiftieth." It refers to the Jewish festival celebrated on 

the fiftieth day after Passover, also known as the "Feast of Weeks" and the "Feast of 50 days" in Jewish tra-

dition.  The early Christian Church designated this Jewish festival date as a time for the followers of Jesus 

Christ to celebrate the coming of the Holy Spirit to the Church. 

The festival of Pentecost commemorates the descent of the Holy Spirit upon the Apostles and other follow-
ers of Jesus Christ while they were in Jerusalem following the Resurrection and celebrating the Feast of 

Weeks. In the Christian tradition, this event represents the birth of the early church.  With the coming of the 

Holy Spirit the church was strengthened to persist and thrive in all the circumstances  that life brought forth,  

and the Church was, and is, empowered to reach out and spread the Gospel of hope, forgiveness, love and 

promise to a needy world. That continues to be the promise and the challenge for us today! 

The traditional color of Pentecost is green.  On Pentecost Sunday the vestments on the altar, pulpit and lec-
tern will change from white to green. Green is the color of growth, of new life, and of the promise of things 

to come, both today and eternally.  Thus, the symbolic connection with springtime and its promises. Sym-

bols can serve as reminders and as tools to help us focus, or refocus.  Symbols can be empty and stagnant, 

or they can be vibrant, enlightening and encouraging. 

As we seek to be faithful and sensitive to God’s call to us as we chart  our future as a congregation, may we 

draw on the promises of springtime and  the promises of Pentecost to inspire and confirm  our mission and 

calling as God’s people in this place and time. 

Blessings to all! 

David Rauch, Church Board President 
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                  Church Board Report 

The month of May is going to be a significant time for us 

as a congregation. 

At our next Board Meeting on May 12, the Church Board 

will decide whether this is a prudent and appropriate time to loosen some of the 

covid-related restrictions which have now been in place for over a year.  This 

would relax the encouragement to wear masks and/or other facial coverings, and it 

would begin the process of getting back to a full schedule of activities as a congre-

gation. 

During its April board meeting it was decided to make this announcement and ask 

for feedback from the congregation before our May board meeting on Wednesday, 

May 12.  If you have reservations about taking these steps now, please express 

yourselves to me or other board members.  No one will be discouraged from wear-

ing masks  or observing social distancing.  Disinfectants and masks will continue 

to be available for the foreseeable future at all church activities, for anyone. 

I want to thank the leadership of our congregation over the past fifteen months for 

the conscientious and caring decisions made in response to the covid virus threat 

in our midst.  Although there may be ongoing discussion and debate regarding the 

efficacy of these actions and restrictions, the primary motivation has been our con-

cern for others, and not just ourselves.  To me that has been a faith-driven re-

sponse. 

The last Sunday of May, May 30, will be Memorial Day Sunday this year.   It is 

our plan to have our traditional Memorial Day Sunday worship service at the St 

Peter’s Cemetery, beginning at 10 am.  We hope that the weather will cooperate.   

If it does not, we will gather at the church for this special service, again at 10 am. 

Please plan to bring lawn chairs and anything else you might want to bring antici-

pating a bright and sunshiny day as we worship God and remember those who 

died in the line of service, as well as all those who have served and who serve to-

day.  Of course, Memorial Day has expanded to be a time to remember loved one 

and friends who have gone before us. 

This is always a special and meaningful time of remembrance and worship cele-

bration. We hope the weather will serve our purposes well, and that you will be 

able to join us on this special day at St Peter’s Cemetery. 

 Continued on Page 3….. 
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June Scriptures 

Fifth Sunday of Easter 

May 2, 2021 

Acts 8:26-40 Psalm 22:25-31 1 John 4:7-21 John 15:1-8 

Sixth Sunday of Easter 
May 9, 2021 

Acts 10:44-48 Psalm 98 1 John 5:1-6 John 15:9-17 

Ascension of the Lord 
May 13, 2021 

Acts 1:1-11 Psalm 47 Ephesians 1:15-23 Luke 24:44-53 

Seventh Sunday of Easter 
May 16, 2021 

Acts 1:15-17, 21-
26 

Psalm 1 1 John 5:9-13 John 17:6-19 

Day of Pentecost 
May 23, 2021 

Acts 2:1-21 Psalm 104:24-34, 
35b 

Romans 8:22-27 John 15:26-27; 
16:4b-15 

Trinity Sunday 
May 30, 2021 
First Sunday after Pentecost 

Isaiah 6:1-8  Psalm 29 
 

Romans 8:12-17 John 3:1-17 

As the Search Committee continues its work, we appreciate those 

who have been available to serve as pulpit supply. The line-up for 

May will include: 

May 2:  Pastor Carey Higgins 

May 9 and 16:   Pastors Kimberly and Gary Cooper 

May 23 and 30:  Pastor Julie Pappenfort 

We are pleased to have  Carey Higgins with us for the first time.   

We welcome back both the Cooper’s and Julie Pappenfort. 

 

The Board had to cancel, due to inclement weather, our planned 

work day at the church back on Saturday, April 24.  We will be in 

touch regarding  the rescheduling of this  service event. 

The Board is hoping that we see a pick-up in attendance as we an-

ticipate the lessening of the covid-related measures.  Presuming that 

this does take place after our next board meeting, we hope to sched-

ule some special fellowship opportunities in the near future. 

On behalf of your Church Board, 

David Rauch, President 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday 

May 30, 2021 
10:00 am. 

St. Peter ’ s 

Cemetery 
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On May 23, Christians around the world will celebrate the Day of Pentecost. It’s 

often remembered as the church’s birthday. Before Jesus ascended into heaven, 

he promised that the Holy Spirit would come upon those who believed in his res-

urrection. 

 

Three thousand people were gathered in Jerusalem when the Spirit came upon 

them. They were so touched by the Holy Spirit that they began to worship regu-

larly, especially on Sundays, the day of Christ’s resurrection. 

 

To symbolize the “tongues, as of fire” (Acts 2:3, NRSV) that came upon the people 

present at Pentecost, liturgical churches display the color red in their worship ser-

vices on Pentecost Sunday. Many people attending worship wear red on that day. 

Pentecost 
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Mission Update from Paul/Jen Schaefer 

April 23, 2021 

Dear family and friends, 

Thank you for keeping all of us in your prayers over the last couple 

weeks. We appreciate your ongoing prayer support for the translators 

and for us and all the juggling that these times call for. 

 

Translation 

We are thankful that Paul and the team were able to complete the read through, corrections, and 

consistency checks for the book of Ephesians last week. 

And we are also thankful that Nicholas has made it safely down to Accra for another session of 

classes at the seminary. This is an extra session as they are trying to catch up for time lost due to 

COVID-19. 

After Nicholas's return they hope to resume with the read-throughs and corrections of other NT 

books. 

 

Literacy 

The volunteer teachers continue to carry a significant portion of the teaching in the various village 

schools, as well as doing their classes to become fully trained teachers. Please continue to pray for 

their diligence and hard work. The first group of volunteers (Matilda, Daniel, Moses, Manjeed, and 

Solomon) completed the first stage (Diploma in Basic Education) last year, and just this week they 

finally received their certificates.  

 

One of the volunteer teachers in Gbenfu, Pastor Sammy's wife, Blessing, has been volunteering at 

the kindergarten for the last two years, because for all this time no official teacher has been as-

signed to it. Blessing is such a blessing to Sammy, and now has become a great blessing to the 

Safaliba people of Gbenfu! She married Sammy knowing that he was committed to serving his 

people in a village, even though her family is from the large town (now regional capital) of 

Damongo. She learned Safaliba, and seeing the needs of the children in Gbenfu, has now also be-

gun a teaching degree program in Early Childhood Education. Her session at the the teacher-

training college is coming up next month, and we would like to be able to support her with 

money for the year's tuition. Pray with us that God would supply this need. 

 
Continued on Page 7 ….. 
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Continued from Page 6….. 

Praises: 

--We thank God for continued progress on the translation, finishing the read-through and corrections of Ephe-

sians. 

--And we are thankful for Nicholas's ongoing opportunity to take classes at the seminary and for his safe travels 

down to Accra. 

--The first batch of volunteer teachers received their teaching certificates this last week. 

--We are thankful for the ongoing assistance of Pastor Sammy's wife Blessing in the Gbenfu kindergarten these 

last few years. 

--And we give thanks for all the volunteer teachers who carry the weight of teaching the young people in the 

Safaliba schools. 

 

Prayer Requests: 

--Please pray for Nicholas as he finishes up his classes (the end of next week) and travels back home again. 

--Pray for the team as they plan to get back to translation work at that time. 

--Continue to keep all the volunteer teachers in your prayers, for their ongoing diligence and health. 

--Also pray for Paul as he juggles all these pieces and people (translators, project workers, volunteer teachers, 

etc.) plus overseeing and keeping the Consultants-in-Training on track as well. 

--And please pray for all of us as a family, for health and strength and wisdom in all we do. 

--Lastly, please pray with us for the funds to help Sammy's wife, Blessing, with her school fees for this next year. 

 

Thanks for praying! 

Serving together, 

Paul and Jen 

Caleb, Micah, Josiah and Sarah 

Here are the happy volunteer-teachers with 

their diplomas (l-r: Manjeed, Matilda, Moses 

and Daniel in front) 

Blessing teaching the alphabet to her Gbenfu 

kindergarten class. 



PAGE 8 MAY 2021 
 

On Perseverance…. 

Success is failure turned inside out, 

The silver tint on the clouds of doubt, 

And you can never tell how close you are, 

It may be near when it seems afar. 

So, stick to the fight when you’re hardest hit 

It’s when things go wrong that you mustn't quit. 

—Author unknown 

People of Light 

On Memorial Day, it is important to pause in gratitude to all those upon whose shoulders we 

stand. We should remember with great appreciation those who died making helpful, positive 

contributions — whether large or small — throughout human history. As Christians we should be 

especially grateful to those whose faith, service and love have enabled us to know the Gospel and 

its vast implications for the entire earth. 

 

Without our Christian teachers, pastors, missionaries and the ordinary servants of Christ, we 

would not have the Good News which is like a great light shining in the world’s darkness. They 

have made sure Christ’s precious Light has not gone out or been diminished. 

 

Memorial Day is a day for us to think about the people of the Light and to express to God our 

appreciation for them. 

Up, but not Away… 

Many Christian denominations celebrate the Feast of the As-

cension, which refers to a post-resurrection event that took 

place 40 days after Easter. This year it occurs on May 13. 

 

According to Luke, Jesus led his friends to a Jerusalem suburb 

called Bethany. While on a small mountain, he blessed his friends and then 

rose into heaven while they watched. 

 

The ascension was such a momentous occasion that after Jesus disap-

peared, his followers had a worship service at the spot. Then they “returned 

to Jerusalem with great joy” (Luke 24:52, NRSV). 

 

Because Christ had promised to be with his followers always (Matthew 

28:20), from then on they knew he would be with them as Spirit. Jesus’ 

body was up and away, but spiritually he was still and always would be 

their companion.  

A gift for Mom 

The three young children 

told their mother that 

she wasn’t to lift a finger 

on Mother’s Day. They 

were going to do all the 

cooking. So, they got out 

three pots, two frying 

pans, six measuring 

spoons, three mixing 

bowls, a double boiler, a 

chopping board and 

eight serving dishes. 

Mom said it was the best 

Jell-O she had 

ever tasted!    



 

 

   The “M” Word 

During a science lesson, a second-
grade teacher demonstrated how a 
magnet can pick up metal objects such 
as nails and screws. 
 
Afterward, she said, “My name begins 
with the letter ‘m.’ I pick up things 
with my power. What am I?” 
 
A boy quickly answered, “You’re a 
mother!”  

 

 

 

 

 

Nursing Home Care:  Mary Lou Hutter and Judy 

Rauch 

Health & Wellness:  Jerry Davis, Chet Jenkins, Larry 

Mathews, Raymond Garbee, Jenise Huffman, Steve 

Netzer, Aaron Sears (Denise Hampton request), 

Jeannette Wilson (Friend of Cindy Wagemann), Dwight 

Worstenholm (Chris Rauch’s brother), Ann Staiger 

(Hearing), Shirley Snyder (Luella Thomas’s Friend-

cancer), Brandy Richter (Cassie Staiger friend), Mike 

Rauch, Rebecca Davis (Shauntae Staiger’s friend/breast 

cancer and medication complications), Herman Stein-

mann, Jessica Verch, Pat Barker (lung cancer), All those 

dealing with COVID. 

For Pastoral Care—Contact Sue Williams of St. Johns 

Chapel UCC, Springfield  at 417-812-1089 

 

Happy Birthday to… 

5/05 Mary Kastendieck 

5/10 Fred Zell 

5/13 Gale Boswell 

5/14 Doug Dahlman 

5/15 Joseph Williams 

5/18 Allison Williams 

5/22 Bob Schaefer 

5/27 David Crockett 

5/29  McKenzie Coker 

   Happy Anniversary to… 

5/10 Alan/Pat Ware 

5/22 Jerry/Elizabeth Staiger 

June Newsletter Articles Due 

May 26, 2021—send to: 

marykasten@gmail.com  

Special Dates: 

 National Day of Prayer, May 6, 2021 

 Mother’s Day, May 9, 2021 

 Ascension Day, May 13, 2021 

 Armed Forces Day, May 15, 2021 

 Pentecost, May 23, 2021 

 Victoria Day (Canada), May 24, 2021 

 Trinity Sunday, May 30, 2021 

 Memorial Day, May 31, 2021 
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