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Hold On, Stay the Course, Carry On Bravely
April 28, 2020

Over the years I have always given my family, friends, brothers and sisters in Christ…and
myself, encouragement with the above three statements.
By now many of us are hopefully dodging the virus by staying home. But some of us may
be experiencing the malady of “cabin fever.” Carmen and I have been infected with it
and we’re glad to hopefully be seeing the conclusion of quarantine. It’s one of those
things that up until now, other than a few short hospital stays, we have never really experienced. We all pretty much go where we want, whenever we want, to do whatever
we want. What a blessed people we are.
While we are holding on at home, here are a few things, as Christians, we can think
about:
1. We hold on knowing that God is with us and loves us. We can relax in that
knowledge. He will never leave us nor forsake us.
2. We hold on knowing that God’s grace is sufficient. I like the acrostic of grace.
G.R.A.C.E: God’s Riches At Christ’s Expense.
3. We hold on in spite of our limitations. We are chomping at the bit to get moving again. We all have strengths and weaknesses that God has given us. When the
gates are fully opened, we need to pace ourselves as we might when recuperating
from an illness.
4. We hold on while we wait for God’s timing. God is rarely early… but never late.
5. We hold on while we use this time to recharge, by renewing ourselves physically, emotionally and spiritually.
So, my saying for all of us is to continue to hold on, stay the course and carry on bravely.
I feel as though right at this moment we are positioning ourselves for the gates to open
and the race to resume.
Get Ready….Get Set…Soon….we’ll…GO!
Pastor Larry
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The St. Peter’s church board met virtually via
ZOOM technology using our phones and laptops....so even though we were all in our own homes
we were able to see each other and to handle the
business of the church.
Roll call was taken and all board members were present. Prayer requests were
taken and then Pastor Worden led the group in prayer for requests made as
well as asking God to guide our decisions as we handled the business of the
church.
The board then turned our attention to the review of both the minutes of the
last meeting and the treasurer’s report. Both reports were approved unanimously.
Pastor Larry presented the Pastoral report showing all that he handled for the
church during the month of March. The board expressed their gratitude to Pastor and Carmen for the great work they are doing with the weekly virtual Sunday services and the Wednesday Weekly Focus.
David Hampton gave the board review of the recent Pastoral Search Committee meeting. The church/pastoral profile was completed at this meeting and
once we receive 3 letters of recommendation from various community leaders
David Rauch will send our completed profile to the Conference to be posted for
potential pastoral candidates to consider. We are trusting that we will be hearing from potential pastor candidates soon.
The board then handled the following maintenance items that are needed:
—Discussion of the purchase and installation of a new security light on the Fellowship Hall
—schedule for the stump grinding of the stumps on the church’s vacant lots
—consideration of suggestions made that we install more LED lights in the Fellowship Hall.
Sherry Thomas made the suggestion that we convert our Little Free Library to
a Little Free Pantry to help those in our community that are food deficient. The
board was 100 percent in agreement with making this much needed change.
Sherry will handle the removal of the books and the stocking of the food in our
new Little Free Pantry. Sherry will ask the Ladies Guild to help with the purchasing of non- perishable foods to stock the pantry.
Continued on page 3...
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Continued from page 2...
The board had a brief discussion about continuing to encourage our congregants to
please give their tithe and offerings during this time when we are unable to meet together on Sundays. Tithe and offerings can be given by mailing those gifts to the
church @:
St. Peter’s
P. O. Box 250
Billings, MO 65710.
The last item the board discussed was the hope that the Governor will be able to cancel the “stay at home” order by the end of April. If that does happen St. Peter’s will resume holding our weekly Sunday services starting Sunday May 10. All members will
be notified by email if this service resumption does happen as we are hoping for.
The Church planning calendar was reviewed which shows that Jeff Ware will be our
May Communion Steward and that May Newsletter items are due by Monday April
20th. The May board meeting will be Wednesday May 13 at 6:30 p. m.
The board wants to encourage all our church family to follow and participate the
weekly Sunday services that Pastor Larry sends each of us weekly. These Virtual
Sunday services as well as the Wednesday Weekly Focus will keep us grounded in
God’s Word and will keep us united as the body of believers that is St. Peter’s.
Our prayer is that God will continue to keep us all healthy and that He will heal all that
are fighting this terrible Covid -19
virus.
Colossians 3:1-3
May God bless you all.
David Hampton
Board President.
Since we have been raised to new life with Christ, set your sights on the realities of
Heaven where Christ sits in the place of honor at God’s right hand.
Think about the things of heaven, not the things of earth.
For you have died to this life, and your real life is hidden with Christ in God.
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Many of you have been thinking about how you can continue to give your tithes and offerings during this time
that we are apart.
Danny and Jeff will continue to deposit your gifts into St.
Peter’s account. Mail your tithes and offerings to:
St. Peter’s
P.O. Box 250
Billings, MO 65610
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The Missouri Governor has extended the “Stay at Home” order until May 3rd. With
this in mind, the St. Peter’s Board decided that the goal for resuming services and
church activities will be Sunday, May 10 (if nothing changes.) Board President
David Hampton will send an email to all congregants the week of May 3rd to confirm that church services will resume on Sunday, May 10.
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Update from Paul and Jen Schaefer..
Dear friends and family,
Thank you for praying for us and for the work in Ghana. And thank you especially for your ongoing prayers last week as we transitioned out of self-quarantine.
We have transitioned from where we were self-quarantined and are all moved in now (staying
with Caleb and his roommate for now). The transition took a bit longer than we expected but that
may be because of the deep cleaning needed because of coronavirus, and it was a bit more difficult and exhausting than we had expected. It has taken us the whole week to get organized and
begin settling in, but we are happy to be getting back into our routines and set up for work and
schoolwork now. Please pray as we continue to get settled in here and back into our routines.
Yesterday we set up studying corners for Micah, Josiah, and Sarah, and today each one got
back into a more normal schoolwork routine. We also now have our "home office" set up again so
that we can give regular input into the Safaliba work in Ghana.
We are glad we've been here as Caleb wraps up his semester. He had a big project he was
working on over the last week which he finished up yesterday. He has more to do still but we
were all glad he was able to get this major one done.
And we're happy we've been here to be a help to Jen's dad and Paul's folks too. Jen's dad's car
had hail damage a few weeks back so we were able to help him with transportation two days last
week (to drop off and then pick up his car from the body shop). And Paul's folks have now
agreed to let us help them get a few of their groceries. They had been going out and getting all
they need on their own but we have been hoping to help with that so that they have to go out
less. So on Sunday they asked us to get a few things for them, and we were very happy they
asked! Please pray that we would be able to be further help to them (to help keep them
safe) and to help Jen's dad too.
But also pray that we would know how to best organize our time.
Please pray for Jen too as she defends her dissertation next Wednesday (29th). The defense is online (on Zoom) about midday. Please pray for the logistics and technological details as
well as for her to have time to put together her presentation in the midst of all the change and
settling in.
Also, back in Ghana, Nicholas and Eden and all are holding down the fort. The translation work
continues on as the team continues to work on Daniel. Pray for the team and their families.
Pray also for Iddi and his family. Iddi is the only one we've not heard from yet. Pray they are all
doing well.
Thanks so much for your prayers, encouragement and support! And please keep us apprised of
how you all are doing as well during these challenging times.
Love in Christ,
Paul and Jen
Caleb, Micah, Josiah and Sarah
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New at St. Peter’s—Little Free Pantry!
As so many we know are
having financial difficulties, we have temporarily
converted our Little
Free Library to a Little
Free Pantry. If you have
items to spare, feel free
to contribute. If you are
in need, may these items
nourish you. You are
loved and thought of at
St. Peter’s!!

“If at first you don’t succeed, do it like your mother told you.”
—Author unknown

May Scriptures
Fourth Sunday of
Easter

*Acts 2:42-47

Psalm 23

1 Peter 2:19-25

John 10:1-10

Fifth Sunday of Easter

*Acts 7:55-60

Psalm 31:1-5,

1 Peter 2:2-10

John 14:1-14

Sixth Sunday of Easter

*Acts 17:22-31

Psalm 66:8-20

1 Peter 3:13-22

John 14:15-21

Ascension of the Lord
May 21, 2020

*Acts 1:1-11

Psalm 47
or

Ephesians 1:1523

Luke 24:44-53

Seventh Sunday of
Easter
May 24, 2020

*Acts 1:6-14

Psalm 68:1-10,
32-35

1 Peter 4:1214; 5:6-11

John 17:1-11

Day of Pentecost
May 31, 2020

*Acts 2:1-21
or
Numbers 11:2430

Psalm 104:2434, 35b

1 Corinthians
12:3b-13
or
Acts 2:1-21

John 20:19-23
or
John 7:37-39
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Memorial Day emerged from the grim shadows of the
American Civil War. Before the close of the war, women began
decorating the graves of soldiers who had died in that war. The
practice quickly spread, and a few years later May 30, 1868, was
designated as Decoration Day — a day for placing flowers on the
graves of Union and Confederate soldiers throughout the United
States.
In 1882, Decoration Day became known as Memorial Day, and soldiers who died in other wars
were also honored. Over the years, it has become a day when all loved ones who have died —
in war and otherwise — are remembered. In 1971, the United States Congress declared Memorial Day a national holiday to be observed annually on the last Monday in May.
On this Memorial Day, remember those who gave their lives for our country. But also pray for
those who continue serving to keep America free, especially those who are in harm’s way.

Remember your mother
Whoever you are, wherever you are, on Mother’s Day, remember your mother. Without her and
your father, you would only have been a dream and a hope, never a reality. No wonder God gave
us the commandment: “Honor your father and your mother ...” (Exodus 20:12, nrsv). God gave
us life through them.
—Charles Ferrell

The Ascension of Christ
On Thursday, May 21, 2020, many denominations will observe the Ascension of Christ. The day focuses
on the account given in Acts 1:6-11. In that passage we read that Christ told his friends that they would
be receiving the Holy Spirit and the experience would give them the power to be his witnesses. Afterward, he was “lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight” (Acts 1:9, NRSV).
There are several lessons we can draw from this event:
1. The risen Christ is not with us physically, but
wherever we are, Christ’s Spirit is present as our
guide and strength.
2. Christ is an intercessor on our behalf before
God (Hebrews 7:25).
3. The Resurrection and the Ascension are conclusive
proof that Jesus is Lord and King. He has defeated
sin and death, and lives forever as our companion,
supporter, friend and Savior.

Special dates
No greeters assigned for May 2020.

No Scripture Readers
assigned for May 2020.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

National Day of Prayer, May 7, 2020
Mother’s Day, May 10, 2020
Armed Forces Day, May 16, 2020
Victoria Day (Canada), May 18, 2020
Ascension Day, May 21, 2020
Memorial Day, May 25, 2020
Pentecost, May 31, 2020

Please send any June
Newsletter articles to
Mary Kastendieck at
marykasten@gmail.com

5/05 Mary Kastendieck
5/10 Fred Zell
5/13 Gale Boswell
5/14 Doug Dahlman
5/15 Joseph Williams
5/18 Allison Williams
5/22 Bob Schaefer
5/27 David Crocket
5/29 McKenzie Coker

5/09 John/Mary Beyer
5/10 Alan/Pat Ware

Prayer Requests
Nursing Home Care: Mary Lou Hutter,
Ray Schultz, and Judy Rauch
Health & Wellness: Jerry Davis, Mike
Rauch, Chet Jenkins, Kay Rill, Larry Mathews,
Steven Zoller, Raymond Garbee, Jenise Huffman, Steve Netzer, Aaron Sears(Denise Hampton request), Jeannette Wilson (Friend of
Cindy Wagemann), Dwight Worstenholm
(Chris Rauch’s brother), Ann Staiger
(Hearing), Shirley Snyder (Luella Thomas’s
Friend-cancer), Marilyn Mattas (request by
Judy Crockett), Mary Kastendieck (cancer),
Jean Robinson (Shingles and hand problems),
Colton Henderson (6 yo/cancer), Cody Verch,
Alicia Verch, Crissy Wilson (Cassie Staiger’s
sister),David Hampton, the Meny Family,
Randy Menkel (shoulder), Brandy Richter
(Cassie Staiger friend)

According to John’s Gospel, Jesus prayed to God, “Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify you …” (John 17:1, nrsv). Let us glorify
God also by worshiping God in spirit and in truth.
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