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For everything there is a season…Ecclesiastes 3:1

Our time together is almost over. On Sunday, March 3, during the worship service, I will end
my authorized ministry with you and release my vows as your pastor and teacher.
Thank you for allowing me to share in the work of the Body of Christ that is St. Peter’s
Evangelical United Church of Christ in Billings, MO. We have worshipped together and worked, as in
work days together. We have come together in joy --for weddings, confirmation services and baptisms,
and in sorrow—funerals, memorial services and when misfortune struck anyone we called neighbor.
We prayed and studied together and fellowshipped with pot-lucks and picnics.
I’ll never list all the parts and programs…the children and choir and an organ with organist!
and the special celebrations of Christmas and Easter in this delightful worship space. Ministry with you
has been a gift to me.
As you have been a gift to me, I ask you to remember to be gifts to one another, building and
lifting each other up, supporting and encouraging one another in the faith, in trials and in triumphs,
sharing in and overcoming disappointments and setbacks should those arise.
Behold, I am doing a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?
Isaiah 43:19

I do believe that God is doing a new thing at and with St. Peter’s Church.
No fear! Be of good courage and be ready!
In the power and the peace of Jesus,
Rev. Kemery Baldwin
For the record: To be clear, I’m retiring. I’ve served three churches as associate pastor: in California, Illinois and Missouri; one as pastor, one as an interim and various stints in short and longterm supply positions. Over 25 years in the ordained ministry which I count as all joy.
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C HURCH B OARD R EPORT
The St. Peters board met on Sunday 2/10/19 after our church service was over with the following
members present: Pastor Kemery, David Hampton, Amber Tinsley, Jeff Ware, Chris Rauch and
Lavona Lurvey. The meeting was opened with prayer as we prayed for several concerns that
various members brought to the board’s attention.
The board reviewed and approved the January meeting minutes and reviewed and approved the
treasurer’s report. Pastor Kemery gave her Pastoral report and also shared several documents
that applied to various jobs that will have to be handled by different board members after she retires in March.
The board handled several items of “Old” business relating to church and property maintenance
and repairs as well as covering assignments of responsibilities for handling weekly bulletin after
Pastor retires. Amber Tinsley will handle the bulletin responsibilities. We are also looking into
bids for sanctuary projector equipment as well as for a sump pump system that will keep the
basement sump pump working even in the event of a power outage.
The board handled the following new business:

Pastor Darryl McDaniel [retired minister currently residing in Republic, MO] has agreed to fill in as our
Supply Pastor for the Sunday services of March 10th; 17th; 24th; and 31st.
 The Pastoral Search committee will meet again on February 18th @ 7 p.m. to continue the church profile and pastoral profile work necessary prior to starting our search for a new pastor. Please keep all the
search committee members in your prayers—praying that God will guide them thru His Spirit as they work
thru this preparation of our church profile.
 Reviewed mowing bids for all church and rental house property—Steve Springer was awarded the contract to mow all said property’s for 2019 as he had the lowest bid cost [$75 per mowing] as well as the
most comprehensive overall bid.
 Review of Driscoll house carport rebuild bid ---Gonzolez Roofing was awarded this job and will start
demolition of the old carport and rebuild of the new one as soon as he can work it in.
 Work Day—Saturday March 9th from 9:00 a.m. until noon.
The purpose of this work day is to clean up all church properties in preparation for the mowing season. We
will rake leaves and pick up brush and also pick up tree limbs and storm tree debris and consolidate the 3
brush piles on the Harter lots into one large brush pile. Please bring your gloves and wheelbarrows and
rakes and help us get all our property cleaned and ready for mowing. If the weather is wet or too cold we
will reschedule for the next Saturday—March 16th. I will pass around a signup sheet on the next 2 Sunday’s so I know who will be available and able to help with this project.
 Judy Crockett has volunteered to handle visiting those of our church who are ill, whether in the home
or hospital after Pastor Kemery retires. You may contact Judy on her cell phone at 417.343.7496 if you
know of someone who is ill or who desires a visit and prayer. Thank you Judy for volunteering to handle
this very important ministry!
Continued on page 3…..
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Board Report continued from page 2….

Please keep Pastor Kemery in prayer as she nears her transition to retirement. We love and
appreciate Pastor Kemery and pray that God will bless her in her last few weeks as our
Pastor as well as in her upcoming retirement.
God’s word encourages us in Proverbs 3:5,6 to “Trust in the Lord with all your heart. Lean
not on your own understanding but in all ways acknowledge and submit to Him and He will
direct your path”. I want to encourage all of our St. Peters congregants to follow the advice
of this great Proverb and pray constantly that God will guide us as we search for our new
full time Pastor. Keep all the search committee members in your pray that they will be
guided by the Spirit as they work thru this Pastoral search.
May we all remain strong in the Spirit of Christ!
Planning calendar:



Amber Tinsley is our March Steward
Next board meeting will be 3/10/19 after the service that Sunday

Hospital and in-home visiting ministry: Starting
March 3, Judy Crockett has graciously offered
to fill in for this important ministry.
Judy can be reached at
343-7496 or by email: jacfarmgirl@hotmail.com

The symbolism of ashes
On the first day of Lent, pastors in many churches dip a finger in ashes (often made by
burning palm branches from the previous year’s Palm Sunday) and make a cross on parishioners’ foreheads.
God’s people have used ashes as a sign of mourning, humiliation and penitence. In the
Old Testament, ashes were used as a purification offering. The New Testament speaks of
repenting in “sackcloth and ashes” (Luke 10:13, NRSV).
On Ash Wednesday, Christians are pained because our sins — private and public — led to
Jesus’ death. With repentant hearts, we begin the season of Lent, knowing it leads to
resurrection on Easter Sunday.
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F RIENDSHIP G UILD R EPORT
On Feb. 9th, 2019 President, Diane Zell, called the Friendship Guild Meeting to order
with 10 members in attendance. Denise Hampton gave the devotional which was a
short reading encouraging us to take every opportunity we can to show love to others as
Jesus did. There are countless ways in which all of us can do this. We might never
know to what extent our acts of love, which serve to invite all God's children into His
Kingdom, may touch individuals' hearts.
Secretary, Chris Rauch, read the minutes which were approved as read. She also
gave the Church Board Report. Treasurer, Charleen Rumley, reported a bank balance
of $3,970.62 as of Feb.1st. Since January's meeting Charleen sent one Thank You, one
Get Well, and 4 Sympathy cards. During the Pastor's Report, Pastor Kemery thanked
the Friendship Guild for it's help with the Confirmation/New Member Reception on
Feb.3rd and reported a very busy week, as she attempts to tie up loose ends in her ministry here at St. Peter's Church. She asked Guild members if anyone would consider
representing St. Peter's Church at the Ministerial Alliance, once she would no longer be
here after March 3rd.
Under Old Business members were reminded to be at the restaurant, Flat Creek, in
Republic at 10;30 a.m. on Fri., Feb.22 for Pastor's luncheon with the Friendship
Guild. All ladies of the congregation are invited to come. Cindy Wagemann reported
that the collection of Best Choice labels brought in $60 for the Friendship Guild. The
Guild members thanked Cindy for all her efforts in heading up this yearly project. Diane
Zell was finally able to report that the commercial mixer which had served the ladies of
the church in the kitchen for over 40 years, could no longer be repaired as new parts
were no longer available. As replacing such a mixer would be quite an investment, it
was decided to table any action regarding its replacement until such time as it might
once again be considered necessary.
Under New Business Chris Rauch motioned, and Diane Zell seconded, that the
Friendship Guild give a $100 memorial donation in honor of Roger Rill...motion carried.
Cindy Wagemann gave the topic titled, "Leap of Love." It was a story dealing with
our inability to love free of constraint; whole heartedly & totally like our Heavenly Father
loves us. In totally placing our lives in God's hands, we are living the reality of His perfect direction for us and can live without fear and hesitation. We must at some point decide to take that "leap of faith" in order to love freely.
Next month's meeting will be on March 9th at 10:00 a.m. All ladies and friends are
encouraged to attend.
Respectfully submitted,
Secretary, Chris Rauch
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In like the Spirit
In many places, March is notoriously windy: “In like a lion …!”
Though I don’t like the damp chill that’s often part of the transition
to spring, I love windy days. Something about the air’s movement —
a gentle breeze or ferocious gale blowing through trees, against the
house, in my hair — breeds excitement in me, anticipation that
something new is astir.
How fitting that in conversation with Nicodemus, Jesus said, “The
wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you
do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit” (John 3:8, NRSV). Like Nicodemus,
we fail to comprehend the Spirit of God. But Jesus reminds us that
though we can’t see the Spirit, we feel his love, see his actions of
justice and hear his sounds. These include kind words, bold preaching, weeping for another, shared laughter and songs of praise.
—Heidi Mann

To God you shall return
The traditional Ash Wednesday words “Remember that you are dust
and to dust you shall return” might seem depressing. But in our often
death-denying culture, some might find it refreshing to hear the frank
statement that we can do nothing to save ourselves, physically or spiritually — that, no matter how we try to avoid sin, we can’t untangle
ourselves from self-interest. How liberating, then, to know we don’t
have to! God loves us as we are and sent Jesus to break sin’s power
over us.
A pastor described Ash Wednesday as the point you can pinch in the
middle of a long piece of ribbon, such that when you lift it high, the
two ends — one symbolizing our baptism and the other, our funeral —
meet and touch. We come from dust and will return to dust, but we
also come from God and will return to God. Ash Wednesday reminds us
that we’re always safe in God’s love.

T HE LORD
IS MY LIGHT
AND MY
SALVATION ”
(P SALM 27:1)
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Stewardship has to do with how we manage our time, talent, resources — basically our entire lives. It’s a beautiful concept when properly understood. Here are the basics of good stewardship:
God is the source of all creation, including our lives. God is the primary owner of all that exists.
We are blessed by being given the task of managing well all that we have influence over: our lives, our abilities,
our minds and bodies, our time, our part of the earth, our finances, our children, our church buildings, our
automobiles, etc.
Although we can make decisions regarding each of the above, ultimately we are responsible to God. Sooner or
later, we must give an account of our management of God’s creation and of God’s gifts.
When we properly use the talents, resources and property that God allows us to manage, we find great joy.
Think of planting a garden which soon overflows with colorful flowers, wonderful vegetables and flavorful
herbs, etc. God gave us the plot of ground, God gave us the seed, God gave us the wisdom and strength to bring
forth such beauty, such good things to see or eat, or smell. Yet we did the work, with God’s help, to make it a
reality. Like Adam we tilled it and kept it. But God gave the increase. God’s provisions and our labor brought
the garden to its fulfillment.
Good stewardship enables us to do something positive and wonderful with the money God has allowed us to
have. What feels better than knowing one has managed money well? Our bank account, our checkbook and our
portfolio tell the story. When money is handled well, we have enough for ourselves and are still able to give to
God’s work.
That is the beauty of stewardship.
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Scriptures
03/03 Norma/Cindy Wagemann
03/10 Amber Tinsley
Mary Kastendieck
03/17 James/Charlene Rumley
03/24 Sam/Debbie Schaumann
03/31 David/Luella Thomas

03/03 Ex 34:29-35, Ps 99, 2 Cor 3:12-4:2, Luke 9:28-36, (37-43a)
03/10 Deut 26:1-11, Ps 91:1-2,9-16, Rom 10:8b-13, Luke 4:1-13
03/17 Gen 15:1-12,17-18, Ps 27, Phil 3:17-4:1, Luke 13:31-35
03/24 Isa 55: 1-9, Ps 62: 1-8, 1 Cor 10: 1-13, Luke 13: 1-9
03/31 Josh 5: 9-12, Ps 32, 2 Cor 5: 16-21, Luke 15:1-13, 11b-32

April Newsletter articles are due on
March 28. Please send to :
Mary Kastendieck, interim editor.

Home care: Mary Lou Hutter, Ray Schultz, Mary Zoller.
In Sympathy: The family and friends of Roger Rill.

3-05

Cassie Staiger

3-07

Andrea Schultz

3-08

Rev. Kemery Baldwin

3-09

Austin Haase

3-09

Mary Zoller

3-18

Samuel Faris

3-19

Pat Ware

3-20

James Rumley

3-21

David Hampton

3-26

Jadyn Dziwanowski

3-27

Jane Staiger

Health & Wellness: Howard Cavner, Joe Cross, Jerry
Davis, Denise Hampton, Teresa Harter, Theda Inman, Amy
& Chris Lurvey, Mike Rauch, Kay Rill, Chet Jenkins, Dorann
(Cloud) Jones, Larry Mathews, Riley Menkle, Michael Morris (Becky Pannucci request), Jamie Murphy, Michael Newman (friend of Sam Faris), Steven Zoller.
Bruce Baker, Wilma Cozort (E. Staiger’s grandmother),
the Ben Garbee family, Ray Garbee, Ham family: 2 children
with failing hearts (Sanya Lenahan request), Jenise Huffman, Steve Netzer, Mary Meny, Aaron Sears, (Denise
Hampton request).
Special requests: Earnest family (foster care) & Hatten
family (move to new home)
Wider concerns: for all struggling in body, mind or spirit.
We give thanks for friendship gained & cherished; for
laughter, smiles & joy.

Keep us updated on
prayer needs, joys & concerns.
3-24

Andrew and Cassandra Staiger

3-25

Allan and Jennifer Williams

“The birth of Christ brought God to us, but it took the cross of Christ to

bring us to God.”
—Author unknown
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The family of Roger Rill thanks all our church
family for the outpouring of love and sympathy as we celebrated Rogers's life. We appreciate all of you so much.
…..Kay Rill and Denise and David Hampton

Important Dates:
• World Day of Prayer, March 1, 2019
• Transfiguration of Our Lord, March 3, 2019
• Ash Wednesday, March 6, 2019
• First Sunday in Lent, March 10, 2019
• Daylight-Saving Time begins, March 10, 2019
• Second Sunday in Lent, March 17, 2019
• First day of spring, March 20, 2019
• Third Sunday in Lent, March 24, 2019
• Fourth Sunday in Lent, March 31, 2019

Spring Forward!
Daylight Savings Time
Begins
March 10, 2019

