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WHEN GOD CHANGES OUR PLANS
I like the saying that “life is what happens to us while we are making other plans.”
God’s word says, “You can make many plans, but the Lord’s purpose will prevail.” Prov. 19:21. He also tells us that “A man’s
heart plans his way, but the Lord directs his steps.” Prov. 16:9.
We need to remember that we are here for God’s pleasure and that He has plans for us. We just need to plug into His leading
in all areas of our life. We should strive to be obedient to Him, who brings us peace – at that point we are right smack dab in
the middle of His will.
Sometimes, He’s trying to get our attention and we’re too busy or reluctant to acknowledge His leading. Has that ever happened to any of us? Probably. I believe that sometimes when God is wanting us to change our plans, He will definitely get our
attention one way or another. Occasionally He must resort to a major time-out in our lives to turn us around and teach us His
purpose.
In the games of football and basketball, the coach calls a time-out for several reasons. One is to break the momentum when
the other team is steam rolling them. Secondly, he needs the time to make play adjustments, to get back to basics, to redefine
their objectives and priorities. Also, he gives them a respite to help them regain their strength, to fire them up, etc.
What about God? Could He have allowed this COVID-19, which has spoiled the plans of almost everyone, in order to help us
refocus our attention on Him?
He says, “For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, says the Lord, thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give you a future and a hope.” Jer. 29:11. “And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are
the called according to His purpose.” Rom. 8:38.
God wants to grow us up spiritually. His plans will build character and righteousness in our lives, and He wants us to trust the
plans that He has for us, as we learn to trust Him more.
Pastor Larry
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The St. Peter’s board met in person -the first in person
meeting in 2 months-in the church Fellowship Hall for our
monthly board meeting on Wednesday May 13th. All
board members were present. The meeting was opened
with prayer over several prayer requests that various
board members had made.
The board reviewed and then approved both the April
board meeting minutes and the April Treasurer’s report. Pastor Larry gave each board member a copy of his
Pastoral report. Pastor and Carmen have been very busy
as they continue to send to all St. Peter’s members Pastor
Larry’s complete Sunday service as well as the Weekly
Wednesday Focus. They also personally visit the 6 St. Peter’s families that don’t receive email copies each Saturday
as they hand deliver (being careful to maintain the mandated 6’ physical distance) the Sunday Service and
Wednesday Weekly Focus papers.
Pastor and Carmen let us know that they also keep everyone in their
thoughts and prayers daily. The board members expressed our appreciation for all that Pastor Larry and Carmen are doing to keep our congregation connected and united through their efforts as noted above.
The board looked at a couple items of Old Business:
-St. Peter’s Pastoral Search Committee completed the church profile and
sent it in to our conference minister who posted it April 29th on the Conference Bulletin Board.
It is now available for potential pastoral candidates to view. We hope to
start hearing from pastoral candidates soon.
—The board discussed the progress on the stump grinding of the stumps
on our vacant lots as well as the replacement of the Fellowship Hall security
light.
—The board discussed our church investments and reviewed some information that Danny Hutter provided regarding the stock market.
Continued on page 3...

JUNE 2020

P AGE 3

Continued from page 2...
New Business:
—The board discussed our St. Peter’s Pine Street Pantry. We were pleased to
hear that many people are using it to get badly needed food. Also we learned
that several people are buying and bringing food to keep it stocked. We expressed our appreciation to Sherry and her family for starting this food pantry
and for their work to keep this going.
—The board voted to let our congregation know that St. Peter’s will hold our
annual Memorial Day service in the cemetery on Sunday May 24th. The service
will begin at 10:00 a. m. — weather permitting.
The board is optimistic that weekly in person services will be restarted at our
church on Sunday May 31st. All members will be notified of that restart date
the week of May 24th after we review direction/compliance from the Health
Department.
Planning Calendar:
-Communion Steward for June is Chris Rauch
-The next board meeting is scheduled for Wednesday June 10th at 6:30 p. m.
-Newsletter Deadline is May 25th.
-The board adjourned by praying the Lord’s prayer.
We are all excited about the fact that our congregation gets to meet again at
our annual Memorial Cemetery service —if the weather cooperates! We have
not been together since mid March, so there is great excitement about this 1st
service back together in the last 9 weeks.
We also are anticipating that we will be able to restart our regular weekly services together in our church beginning on Sunday May 31st. We are so thankful that God has kept our St. Peter’s family healthy and united during this long
several weeks apart.
Isaiah 40:31 —
They that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength. They shall mount up
with wings as eagles. They shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not
faint. Teach me Lord to wait on you.
May God bless each of you and each of your family members is my prayer.
David Hampton
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Sunday Worship Services Resume May 31st
St. Peter’s Church services will restart on Sunday, May 31st
with a few changes in place to meet health department guidelines and to keep everyone safe. Please be advised of the following temporary changes to the church services:


No Sunday School Classes prior to worship service.



No Children’s Church



No Passing of the Peace



No Greeters at the doors.
As we resume holding weekly services at St. Peter’s, we need
to follow the direction of the CDC and our local Health Department officials:
—Maintain social distancing sitting 6’ apart in family groups
—No physical contact with people outside your family
—Face masks are highly recommend and should be worn at all
times
—Please do not attend if you have any of the symptoms that are
associated with the Covid 19 virus

In this time of COVID-19, we pray:
When we aren't sure, God, help us be calm;
when information comes from all sides, correct and not,
help us to discern; when fear makes it hard to breathe,
and anxiety seems to be the order of the day, slow us down, God;
help us to reach out with our hearts,
when we can't touch with our hands;
help us to be socially connected,
when we have to be socially distant;
help us to love as perfectly as we can,
knowing that "perfect love casts out all fear."

May we feed the hungry, give drink to the thirsty,
clothe the naked and house those without homes;
may we walk with those who feel they are alone,
and may we do all that we can to heal
the sick—in spite of the epidemic, in spite of the fear.

For the doctors, we pray, for the nurses, we pray,
for the technicians and the janitors and the
aides and the caregivers, we pray,
for the researchers and theorists,
the epidemiologists and investigators,
for those who are sick, and those who are grieving, we pray,
for all who are affected, all around the world...
we pray for safety, for health, for wholeness.

—A prayer during times of COVID-19 by the Right Rev.
Richard Bott

Help us, O God, that we might help each other.
In the love of the Creator, in the name of the Healer,
in the life of the Holy Spirit that is in all and with all,
we pray. May it be so.
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The family of William Zoller requests that you help them
celebrate his 95th birthday on June 4, 2020 with a birthday card shower. Please mail all birthday cards to:
W. L. Zoller, 219 S. Republic Street, Billings, MO 65610

Youth Group News
The St. Peter’s Church Board will
be discussing youth group activities
at their June meeting. At that time
the Board will decide if/when the
next Youth Group Meeting will take
place.

Jadyn Dziwanowski
Sierra Watson

Congratulations
Class of 2020!

June Scriptures
Trinity Sunday
June 7, 2020
First Sunday after
Pentecost
Second Sunday after
Pentecost
June 14, 2020

Third Sunday after
Pentecost
June 21, 2020
Fourth Sunday after
Pentecost
June 28, 2020

Genesis 1:1-2:4a

Psalm 104:24-34

2 Corinthians
13:11-13

Matthew 28:1620

Exodus 19:2-8a

Romans 5:1-8

Matthew 9:3510:8, (9-23)

Romans 6:1b-11

Matthew 10:2439

Romans 6:12-23

Matthew 10:4042

Psalm 8
Genesis 18:1-15,
(21:1-7)
Psalm 116:1-2, 1219

Psalm 100

Genesis 21:8-21

Jeremiah 20:7-13

Psalm 86:1-10, 1617

Psalm 69:7-10, (1115), 16-18

Genesis 22:1-14

Jeremiah 28:5-9

Psalm 13

Psalm 89:1-4, 15-18
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Focusing on the Trinity

Misunderstood,

Christians are monotheists, meaning we believe in only one God.Yet
we talk about the doctrine of the
Trinity. In the church year, the
Sunday after Pentecost is known as
Trinity Sunday. It’s a day for focusing on what theologians call the Triune God — the
Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.

but still true

Mary Ann O’Roark, executive editor of
Guideposts, tells how as a child she
kept hearing in church the words “God
loveth a cheerful giver.” She thought,
however, those who uttered the text
Someone said about the concept of the Trinity, “You were saying “God loveth a cheerful
liver.”
will lose your soul if you don’t believe it, and you
will lose your mind if you try to explain it.”
As an adult she realized, “God does
The bottom line is this: God (one Person) has been love a cheerful live-r”
revealed to mankind in three ways. He is our Creator, who then came to Earth as our Savior (in the
person of Jesus) and is eternally present with us as
the Holy Spirit.
On Trinity Sunday, we praise our Triune God for
meeting all our needs.

Special dates
•
•
•
•

Trinity Sunday, June 7, 2020
Flag Day, June 14, 2020
First day of summer, June 20, 2020
Father’s Day, June 21, 2020

Bible Quiz
Ecclesiastes 3:1 says, “For everything there is a
season, and a time for every matter under
heaven.” Which of the following are mentioned
in the list that follows?
A. a time to teach, and a time to learn
B. a time to mourn, and a time to dance
C. a time to fast, and a time to eat
D. a time to work, and a time to rest
Answer: (See Ecclesiastes 3:1-8.)

The Origin of
Father's Day

One Sunday in 1909, Sonora Smart Dodd
listened to a sermon honoring mothers. Her
mother had died some years before, so her
father had raised her by himself. Dodd wondered why there wasn’t a day to honor fathers, so she arranged a tribute to her father
at a church in Spokane, Washington. The
date was June 19, 1910. Many people believe this was the beginning of Father’s Day.
Another account holds that a West Virginia
church held a tribute service for fathers in
1908, following a mine explosion that killed
360 men. Regardless of which story is correct, President Calvin Coolidge was the first
president to designate a special day to honor
fathers. In 1924, he proclaimed the third
Sunday in June as Father’s Day.

No greeters assigned for June 2020.

No Scripture Readers
assigned for June 2020.

Have we missed celebrating your birthday
or anniversary? Missing out on church
emails? Please let us know! Our directory
has not been updated for a while, so please
let us know if you have a new information
to add to our church directory. Please give
any updates to Gail Boswell, Amber Tinsley,
or David Hampton.
Thank you!

Please send any July
Newsletter articles to
Mary Kastendieck at
marykasten@gmail.com

06/01 Elizabeth Staiger
06/15 Amber Tinsley
06/17 Charlene Rumley
06/20 Nancy Schaefer
06/20 David Thomas
06/30 Janine Pirtle

06/01 Bob/Nancy Schaefer
06/08 Dave/Jean Robinson

Prayer Requests
Nursing Home Care: Mary Lou Hutter,
Ray Schultz, and Judy Rauch
Health & Wellness: Jerry Davis, Mike
Rauch, Chet Jenkins, Kay Rill, Larry Mathews,
Steven Zoller, Raymond Garbee, Jenise Huffman, Steve Netzer, Aaron Sears (Denise
Hampton request), Jeannette Wilson (Friend
of Cindy Wagemann), Dwight Worstenholm
(Chris Rauch’s brother), Ann Staiger
(Hearing), Shirley Snyder (Luella Thomas’s
Friend-cancer), Marilyn Mattas (request by
Judy Crockett), Jean Robinson (Shingles and
hand problems), Colton Henderson (6 yo/
cancer), Cody Verch, Alicia Verch, Crissy Wilson (Cassie Staiger’s sister),David Hampton,
the Meny Family, Randy Menkel (shoulder),
Brandy Richter (Cassie Staiger friend), Becky
Pannucci

Teach us to find our rest and joy in you, Lord.
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