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This is a “Dialog with God” written in poetic form.  It was shared at our June Church Board meeting  as a beginning 
devotional.  It is insightful and thought provoking. 

I asked God… 

I asked God to take away my pride. 

And God said, “No.” 

He said it was not for him to take away, 

But for me to give up. 

I asked God to grant me patience, 

And God said, “No.” 

He said that patience is a byproduct of tribulation. 

It isn’t granted; it is earned. 

I asked God to give me happiness, 

And God said, “No.” 

He said he gives blessings; happiness is up to me. 

I asked God to spare me obstacles, 

And God said, “No.” 

He said suffering draws you apart from the world, 

Closer to me. 

I asked God to help me grow personally, 

And God said “No.” 

He said that I must grow on my own, 

But he will prune me to make me fruitful. 

I asked God to help me love others as much as he loves me, 

And God said, “Ah, finally you have the idea.” 

Author unknown 



PAGE 2 ST. PETER ’S  EVANGELICAL UCC 

 

June 2021 

Thank you everyone for your patience and support as we return to more regular activities 
at church and in most other areas of our lives.   The adult Sunday School class is back to 
meeting regularly.  You will note that we are planning for special fellowship gatherings in 
the days to come. 

Nonetheless, evidence of resurgence of the Covid virus in areas around the country, in-
cluding Southwest Missouri, does raise some concerns, especially for those who have not 
been vaccinated.  We will remain observant of any ongoing developments and professional 
advisories regarding Covid related matters.  

Please keep in mind that you are free to take precautions and observe social distancing dur-

ing church activities.   Masks and hand sanitizers continue to be available in the Narthex 

and in the fellowship hall. Your concerns will be fully respected at St Peter’s.    

The St Peter’s Church Board met in regular meeting, Wednesday, June 9.  Most Board 
members were present.  The minutes of the May Board meeting were approved as submit-

ted. The Treasurers report was also approved as submitted.  A financial summary for the month of May can be 
found elsewhere in this newsletter. 

Under old, or previous business the Board revisited the possibility of a rescheduled work day.  Although it was 
decided to table further work day discussion until a later date, the Board is pursuing bush trimming and the re-
pair of weather related damage to facia trim on the upper back of the church building.  We will also be contact-
ing a contractor regarding needed gutter repairs. 

The Board further discussed Interim pastor possibilities, as well as our ongoing search for a resident pastor. 

In the meantime we are pleased that Pastor Carey Higgins plans to be with us for the month of July and part of 
August.  International mission work and other obligations will interrupt his availability some in the early fall.  
We are very appreciative to have Pastor Carey lead worship as much as he has, and as much in future as possible. 

Under new business, we are excited by the offer from Alan and Pat Ware to host monthly fellowship gatherings 
at their home and gardens.  Our first gathering will be this Sunday, June 27, starting at 6 pm.  This will be a pot 
luck evening meal, so come join the fun and games and bring a dish.  We are intending to make special invites to 
those who have not been with us in the past months, as well as friends and others who are not part of our con-
gregation. 

The plan at this point is to host another fellowship gathering on Sunday, July 18, at 6 pm. Stay tuned.  More will 

be coming regarding this fellowship event in the days ahead. 

We have all been pleased to welcome back Erna Lou to the organ bench on a part time basis, following a Covid 
related respite.  Erna has a remarkable and much appreciated legacy of service to the musical ministry of our 
congregation for years.  Of course, we want to say thank you also to our two other part time organists, Denise 
Hampton and Cindy Wagemann for their service, as well as to our hymn leader, David Hampton,  string accom-
panist Herman Steinmann and occasional piano soloist Pat Ware.  

Thank you to all who share your special talents and gifts in service to our Lord and all of us! 

On behalf of your Church Board,  

David Rauch, Board President  



PAGE 3 JULY 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Camp Aurora, our local and rustic church camp near Windyville in Dallas County, 
was closed last year and no activities scheduled due to the Covid virus.   This year 
the Camp is open and group camping  programs are scheduled for youth of all 
ages. 

Over the years several of our young people at St Peter’s have attended church 
camp at Aurora and the camp, the camp leaders, new found friends and the faith 

expanding  experience  connected with this special place, are lasting and valued memories.   

This year Elliot Rauch-Evans is attending Junior High Camp at Camp Aurora during the week of July 11-
16.  This will be Elliot’s third year of church camp and he is very excited to have this opportunity again. 

Please keep this special ministry, the camp, the leaders, the kids and all who make this experience possi-

ble, in your prayers. 

July Fellowship Gathering 
Sunday, July 18, 2021 

6:30 p.m. at Petal Junction 

(Alan/Pat Ware’s) 

4908 Zoller Road 

Bring a dish to share, a chair, and a friend. 

Everyone welcome! 

 

 

St. Peter’s Church currently has two openings …. 

1. Children’s Sunday School Teacher 

2. Children’s Church Leader/Teacher (Paid Position) 

If you are interested in serving in either of these positions, 

 Please contact Board President, David Rauch. 

Back in Session! 
9:30 a.m.  

Every Sunday  
All Adults Welcome 

July Scriptures 

Sixth Sunday after 
Pentecost 
July 4, 2021 

2 Samuel 5:1-5, 9-10 

 

Psalm 48 

Ezekiel 2:1-5 
 
Psalm 123 

2 Corinthians 12:2-10 Mark 6:1-13 

Seventh Sunday after 
Pentecost 
July 11, 2021 

2 Samuel 6:1-5, 12b-19 

 
Psalm 24 

Amos 7:7-15 
 
Psalm 85:8-13 

Ephesians 1:3-14 Mark 6:14-29 

Eighth Sunday after 
Pentecost 
July 18, 2021 

2 Samuel 7:1-14a 
 
Psalm 89:20-37 

Jeremiah 23:1-6 
 
Psalm 23 

Ephesians 2:11-22 Mark 6:30-34, 53-56 

 
Ninth Sunday after 
Pentecost 
July 25, 2021 

2 Samuel 11:1-15 
 
Psalm 14 

2 Kings 4:42-44 
 
Psalm 145:10-18 

Ephesians 3:14-21 John 6:1-21 
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Whatever the weather 
No matter the forecast, weather can remind us of God’s presence: 

• When it’s sunny, remember that Jesus is the light of the world (John 8:12). 

• When it’s cloudy, remember that God often spoke to and guided his peo-

ple from a cloud (Exodus 13:21-22.) 

• During a thunderstorm, remember the thunder and lightning when God beckoned 

Moses to Mount Sinai (Exodus 19:16). 

• When it rains or snows, remember that God’s Word serves his purpose just as pre-

cipitation does (Isaiah 55:10-11). 

• When it’s windy, remember that “a wind from God” came at Creation (Genesis 1:2), 

and God’s Holy Spirit arrived at Pentecost like a mighty wind (Acts 2:2). 
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Don’t be a Dud! 

July was a favorite time of 

the year during my youth, 

because that was when we 

could shoot fireworks. It 

was a great experience to 

go down to the fireworks 

stand with my dad, look over all the multi-colored 

packages and imagine what each explosive 

would do. We usually ended up with a ton of fire-

crackers and bottle rockets.  

Fireworks are great because you light each fuse 

with anxious anticipation, knowing you are about 

to experience the thrill of a satisfying explosion of 

light and sound. Unless, of course, you light a 

dud. Then instead of a beautiful starburst and 

fiery pop, you just get a smoking fizzle, and you 

drop your shoulders and walk away, hoping for 

better luck next time. I hated duds! 

Sometimes I wonder if Jesus feels the same way 

about His followers today. In the “Sermon on the 

Mount,” Jesus tells His disciples they are the 

light of the world that shouldn’t be hidden, a lamp 

that shouldn’t be covered up (Matthew 5:14-16). 

Christians are lights that are meant to be seen! 

But sometimes, after we have our fuses lit by the 

gospel, we fizzle. We flash a little, we give off a 

little smoke, but ultimately do not give off that 

satisfying explosion of light that is expected of us 

as Christians.  

With every firework you shoot or see this Inde-

pendence Day, remember that God wants to see 

our beautiful Christian lights shining across this 

world. Don’t be a dud! 
                                                 (Matt Clifton, Bulletin Digest) 
 



 

Please send August Newsletter 
articles to Mary Kastendieck 
by July 28 at: 

marykasten@gmail.com 

07/08 Herman Steinmann 

07/19  Paul Kastendieck 

07/24  Diane Zell 

07/24  Sam Schaumann 

07/01  Jim/Gale Boswell 

07/02  Jesse/Mellisa Jones 

07/02  Mark/Andrea Schultz 

07/18  Lee/Lavona Lurvey 

07/28  John/Debbie Wagemann 

Nursing Home Care:   

Mary Lou Hutter and Judy Rauch 

Health & Wellness:   

Jerry Davis, Chet Jenkins, Larry Mathews, Ray-

mond Garbee, Jenise Huffman, Steve Netzer, 

Aaron Sears (Denise Hampton request), Jeannette 

Wilson (Friend of Cindy Wagemann), Dwight 

Worstenholm (Chris Rauch’s brother), Ann Staiger 

(Hearing), Shirley Snyder (Luella Thomas’s Friend-

cancer), Brandy Richter (Cassie Staiger friend), 

Mike Rauch, Rebecca Davis (Shauntae Staiger’s 

friend/breast cancer and medication complica-

tions), Herman Steinmann, Jessica Verch, Pat 

Barker (lung cancer), Nora Costley/Costley Family 

(Amber Tinsley’s friends –infant heart surgery), 

Jennifer  Williams (cancer) All those dealing with 

COVID. 

In Sympathy:   

-Family of Louis Beaver (Becky Pannucci’s Brother) 

-Family of Gene McConnell 

For Pastoral Care:   

Contact Sue Williams of St. Johns Chapel UCC, 

Springfield  at 417-812-1089 

Happy Birthday to … 

Happy Anniversary to... 

My Morning Prayer 

 

What guidance is God giving 

For my living of this day? 

Will I help someone who’s needy? 

Will I have kind words to say? 

 

Will outrageous acts of kindness 

Be the gifts that I can share? 

Let YOUR will, God, be mine today, 

Help me to love and care! 

 

—Peggy Ferrell, Poems, Prayers and 

Hymns 
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