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The Annual Congregational Meeting will be immediately after worship  

 on Sunday, January 13, 2019. 

 
Epiphany is a feast day in the church and also a Season of the Church Year. The season of 
Epiphany begins on January 6 each year since that ends the 12 Days of the Christmas season. 
(Yes, Virginia, there are really and truly 12 Days of Christmas!) 
 
Epiphany: Yes, it is like an “Ah-ha!” Or that something has been revealed or appeared or made 
clear to us. In the church, God-with-Us, Emmanuel, has appeared in the Holy Beloved One, Je-
sus, to the people of the world represented by the wise ones and their journey from the East 
to seek the newborn King. 
 
In the month of January – in the northern hemisphere part of the world – when the daylight is 
short–how ironic that this should be the theological season of Light. The wise ones follow Star-
light in the sky that indicates a King has been born in Judea; Epiphany is a word that means 
“revealing” and “seeing”; and we celebrate God coming to us as the “Light of the World.”  
 
As a faithful people, we need to be “light sensitive” aware that the Light has come to pierce the 
darkness. How can we cultivate light sensitivity in our daily lives, seeing Christ in others, to see 
the Light of hope, peace, joy and love in all circumstances? In other words, don’t put sunglass-
es on the eyes of our faith! The promises of Advent and Christmas do not stop with a new sea-
son but need to be imbedded into our heads and hearts, our hands and feet! Let’s go into this 
whole new year Light Sensitive, ready to live and serve and have the light of life. 
 
Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never 

walk in darkness but will have the light of life.” John 8:12 
 

In the power and the peace of Jesus,  

Rev. Kemery Baldwin 
P.S.  Starting January 6, 2019, Children’s Church will be offered every Sunday during worship. 
We rejoice in our children AND thank Jennifer Williams for her leadership and the Church 
Board for their commitment to this program. 
  



 





   On Dec. 9th, 2018, President, Diane Zell, called the Friendship Guild Meeting to   

order with 12 members and a guest, Allison Williams, present.  Cindy Wagemann 

gave the devotional entitled, "Thanks for Who God Is," supported by 1 Chronicles 

16:34, Psalm 95:1-7, and Psalm 7:17.  When we sometimes find it difficult to grasp 

the enormity of what God is and what He represents to us, we can simply pray, 

"Thank You, God, for who You are----the Almighty God of the universe!"  Our lives 

are in very good Hands! 

      Treasurer, Charlene Rumley, reported a balance of $4,038.56 as of Dec.1st. One 

Get Well card was sent since the last meeting. Secretary, Chris Rauch, gave the 

minutes of last month's meeting which were approved as read.  Since she missed the 

November Church Council Mtg. due to illness, Pastor Kemery gave the report in her 

stead.  The Pastor's Report included very busy personal, as well as church, activities 

in the preceding month of November.  She reminded us that at this time there were 

still 9 remaining Angels on the Angel Tree in the Bank of Billings which still needed 

sponsors and reported the storm damage to the Driscoll House and the flooding in 

the church basement. 

      Under Old Business Diane Zell read a thank you note from the Emmaus Home 

for our Christmas donation to them. 

      Under New Business volunteers for the Topic List of 2019 were chosen and a 

motion was made by Luella Thomas and seconded by Denise Hampton to donate 

$100 to the Ministerial Alliance for the Angel Tree.  Motion carried. 

      As this was our Christmas Meeting, members brought individual readings for the 

topic and low calorie holiday refreshments to enjoy during the time of fellow-

ship.  Our next meeting in the new year will be on Jan.12th.  All ladies, who enjoy 

fellowship while endeavoring to make a difference in the lives of our local and wider 

community, are encouraged to attend.  We meet the second Saturday of September 

through May at 10:00 a.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Secretary, Chris Rauch 

Empowered  

      The One who calls you to go into all the world and preach the Gospel to every creature is 

the One who by your consent, goes into all the world and preaches the Gospel to every creature 

through you!  

                                                                                                                —W. Ian Thomas  



    The St. Peter’s Church Board met on Sunday, December 9, 2018 after worship ser-

vices.   The minutes of the last meeting and the treasurer’s report were approved.   Un-

der old business, the board acknowledged the decision by the congregation at the De-

cember 2nd meeting to proceed with calling a full time pastor.  The pastoral search com-

mittee was finalized to include Pat Ware, James Rumley, Judy Crockett, David Rauch, 

and Lee Lurvey. The committee is now charged with the task of beginning the pastoral 

call process.  Thank you, in advance, to these individuals who have agreed to serve on 

this important committee vital to the life of our church. 

     In new business, the board reviewed the property damage from the wind storm on 

December 1st.  There was significant damage to the carport/roof of the “Driscoll” rental 

property.  In addition, a tree on church property caused significant damage to a neigh-

boring home.  The board voted to reimburse the neighbor, Randy Harter, for an amount 

of $1000 for wall, siding, and electrical damage to his home.  Otherwise, the board has 

contacted our insurance provider and a claim is in process.  Additionally, roofing repair 

bids are being received to determine the cost for repairs.   In an effort to prevent further 

damage to neighboring homes in the future, the board decided to have some trees on the 

open lot removed or trimmed.  A work day will be called for congregation members to 

help with tree limb cleanup process.  

In other business, the board…. 

Voted to donate $500 to the Hatten family for their loss of their home in a fire last 

month.  

Approved the expansion of children’s church to every Sunday. 

Set the annual congregational meeting for Sunday, January 13, with the next board 

meeting date to be determined by the new board. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Mary Kastendieck 



A prayer for new beginnings  

In his book Awed to Heaven, Rooted in 
Earth (Fortress Press), Walter Brueggemann writes 

in an Epiphany poem:   

    ... this is a time to be born.  
   So we turn to you, God of our life  
   God of all our years,  
   God of our beginning....  
   We dare pray that you will do for us  
   and among us and through us  
   what is needful for our newness.  
   Give us the power to be receptive,  
   to take the newness you give ....  
   There is a time to be born, and it is now.  
   We sense the pangs and groans of your newness.  

   Come here now in the name of Jesus. Amen      

 

   How fitting that the Epiphany season and the new 
year coincide! Epiphany reveals a new King, the be-
ginning of his ministry, his new disciples, his first 
healings, his “new teaching — with authority” (Mark 
1:27). We, too, experience newness, now and year-
round. But newness can be tough. So we trust that 
God, who “[makes] all things new” while banishing 
“mourning and crying and pain” (Revelation 21:4-5), 

walks with us in this new year — and always  

Praying for unity  

   Every January, the Christian  

church  worldwide marks the  

Week of Prayer for Christian  

Unity. This ecumenical “octave,” 

 or eight-day observance, lasts from January  

18 (the Feast of St. Peter) to January 25  

(the Feast of St. Paul).   

   The week is based on Jesus’ prayer to his  

heavenly Father in John 17:21 that his follow 

ers “may all be one … so that the world may  

believe that you have sent  me” (ESV). Jesus 

knew that if Christians were fiercely divided, 

people outside the faith wouldn’t want to 

learn more about him.  

   The theme for the 2019 Week of Prayer  

for Christian Unity is from Deuteronomy  

16:20 (NRSV): “Justice, and only justice,  

you shall pursue.”  

Lessons in wise faith  

   “The Magi teach us true faith,” said Martin 

Luther. Given the obstacles they encoun-

tered, we would understand if they had given 

up altogether!  

   First, the travelers were “off the mark,” 

coming to Jerusalem to seek a newborn king 

in a “royal palace.” Then, directed to Bethle-

hem, the wise men found a sight “so utterly 

out of keeping with a king” — a poor young 

woman and child, in a “poor hut” — that one 

might expect them to head straight home. 

“But,” declares Luther, “with a great, strong 

and full faith they ... follow the word of the 

prophet and the witness of the star in all pu-

rity of heart,” bowing to worship and honor 

the Savior.                                                     

— Based on Luther’s sermon for the Festival 

of the Epiphany (1522), Luther’s Works  

    Sheillah Sheldone Charles, an articulate 9-

year-old Kenyan featured in a BBC News Af-

rica video, attributes her artistic gifts to God. 

It’s comical to hear her say, “I also teach chil-

dren,” but her rationale is profound: “If you 

have a talent, don’t just say: ‘It’s mine alone. 

I should not teach others.’ So you should also 

share your talent out there.”  

    Jesus’ parable of the talents in Matthew 

25:14-30 teaches us to share our God-given 

abilities for purposes larger than our own. 

Sheillah is a fine example: Besides teaching 

children, she often draws women to highlight 

their suffering and their importance. Surely 

the Master exclaims, “Well done, good and 

faithful servant!” (v. 23, ESV).  

Thine, not mine  



    Congratulations to Cody Verch  for 

taking 1st place on his lane in bowl-

ing in the state tournament held No-

vember 10th in Springfield. A big 

thanks to Sporting Chance who spon-

sors special needs children and 

adults. Cody received a 1st place 

medal which he wore proudly 

throughout the day . 

 
From The 
   Bible 

5 Jesus Answered, “Most assuredly, 

I say to you, unless one is born of 

water and the spirit he cannot enter 

the kingdom of God. 

6 “That which is born of the flesh is 

flesh, and that which is born of the 

Spirit is spirit. 

7 “Do not marvel that I said to you, 

'you, ‘You must be born again,' 

8 “The wind blows where it wishes, 

and you hear the sound of it, but 

cannot tell where it comes from and 

where it goes. So is everyone who 

is born of the Spirit” 

        John 3:5-8 New King James 

          Reading resolutions  

    Every January, many Christians resolve to 

read the entire Bible in one year. That’s a wor-

thy goal, but God doesn’t require us to read a 

certain number of verses or chapters per day. 

Instead, he tells us to simply be in his Word — 

and thus be with him — so he can grow our 

faith, light our path and assure us of his love 

and forgiveness. God’s Word is a precious gift, 

but we need to “unwrap” it!  

    F.B. Meyer offers this helpful advice for a 

new year of discovering (and rediscovering!) 

Scripture: “Read the Bible, not as a newspaper, 

but as a home letter. If a cluster of heavenly 

fruit hangs within reach, gather it. If a promise 

lies upon the page as a blank check, cash it. If 

a prayer is recorded, appropriate it and launch 

it as a feathered arrow from the bow of your 

desire. If an example of holiness gleams before 

you, ask God to do as much for you. If the 

truth is revealed … entreat that its brilliance 

may ever irradiate … your life.”  



   All donations to the food Pantry are 

very important and St. Joseph’s would  

like to thank everyone who donated.   

Collections day will be  the First  Sunday 

of each month,   donations of canned 

foods,   paper goods,  or  cash  are  appre-

ciated. 

  

Prayers requests:  JANUARY 2019                          

Keel us updated on prayer needs, 

Joys & concerns. 

Home care: Mary Lou Hutter, 

Roger Rill, Ray Schultz,    Mary 

Zoller Health & Wellness: Theda Inman; 

Amy & Chris Lurvey; Mike Rauch; Kay 

Rill; Chet Jenkins; Dorann (Cloud) Jones; 

Larry Mathews; Riley Menkle; Michael 

Morris (Becky Pannucci request) Jamie 

Murphy; Michael Newman (Friend of 

(friend of Michael Newman (friend of Sam 

Faris); Charles Schatz, Crissy Wilson 

(Cassie Staiger’s sister); Stever Zoller, Bruce 

Baker; Wilma Cozort (Eliz. Staiger’s grand-

mother); The Ben Garbee Family; Ray Gar-

bee; Ham family: 2 children with failing 

hearts (Sanya Lenahan request); Jenise Huff-

man; Steve Netzer;  JoAnn McGehee; Mary 

Meny; Aaron Sears; (Denise Hampton re-

quest),  Sheryl Thomas. 

Special requests:  Earnest family (foster 

care) & Hatten Family (house fire) 

Wider concerns: for all struggling in body, 

mind or spirit.  We give thanks for friendship 

gained & cherished; for laughter, smiles & 

joy.  

June  Deadline 

    All articles must be received by  noon on  

the 3rd Friday of the Month.  Anything   

received after that will be in the next News-

letter. 

    Please send all articles for the June Newslet-
ter to:  Mary Steinmann Editor   Email:  
msteinmann37@gmail.com  

       Sunday School 9:30 AM 

       Worship Service  10:30 AM 

Tuesday—Bible Study 10:00 AM. 

Special dates  

• New Year’s Day, January 1, 2019  
• Epiphany, January 6, 2019  
• Baptism of the Lord, January 13, 2019  
• Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, January 18-25, 2019  

• Martin Luther King Jr. Day, January 21, 2019  

Adult and Children Sunday  school at 9:30 a.m.  

Confirmation 9:15 a.m. Sunday mornings 

Children’s Church option Sundays dur ing           

10:30 a.m. worship. 

Sunday, Jan.6    Communion Sunday. After  Worship: Un-Hang the Greens 

Sunday, Jan 13     After Worship:  Annual Congregational Meeting 

Sunday, Jan. 20   Gust Speaker:   Rev. Michelle Scott-Huffman, Campus Minister @ 

                                                           Missouri State Univ.   

 



Readers and Scripture Text                             

01/06  Danny Hutter   Isa 60:1-6     Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14   Eph 3: 1-12   Matt 2:1-12 

01/13  Sam Schaumann   Isa 43:1-7   Psalm 29    Acts 8:14-17    Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 

01/20  Sherry Coker       Isa 62:1-5     Psalm 36:5-10    1 Cor 12:1-11     John 2:1-11 

01/27  David Rauch       Neb 8:1-10   Psalm 19     1 Cor 12:12-31a    Luke 4:14-21    

02/03  Sam Faris           Jer 1:4-10    Psalm 71: 1-6   1 Cor 13:1-13   Luke  4:21-30 

02/10   Diane Zell         Isa 6:1-8       Psalm 138       1 Cor15:1-11      Luke 5:1-11 

1-04                Robin Hatten 

1-11                Alicia Verch 

1-17               Caroline Ryan 

1-20                Kathleen Rill 

1-20                Kayla Rumley 

1-20                Anna Staiger 

1-28                Jennifer Williams 

1-28                Paula McCroskey 

1-31                Mike Rauch  

1-09-16           Daniel and  Robin Hatten               

01/06  Amber Tinsley & Mary Kastendieck 

01/13  James & Charlene Rumley  

01/20  Sam & Debbie Schaumann 

01/27   David  & Luella Thomas 

02/03   Fred & Diane Zell 

02/10   Sherry Coker Family 

Communion Stewards 
Jan. – Pat Ware 

Feb. – Andrea Schultz 

Winter warmth  

 O God, you give the winter’s cold, 
as well as summer’s joyous rays.  
You warmly in your love enfold,  
and keep us through life’s wintry 
days.                                              

“True peace is not merely the absence of tension; it 
is the presence of justice.”  
                                            —Martin Luther King Jr. 

“Pursue some path, however narrow and crooked, in 
which you can walk with love and reverence.”  
                                             Henry David Thoreau  

“Learn to light a candle in the darkest moments of 
someone's life. Be the light that helps others see.”  
                                                      —Roy T. Bennett  


