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Greetings and blessings all!
When you receive this newsletter we will be in the midst of Holy Week, the
days between Palm Sunday and Easter Sunday. This is the week that as
Christians we recall the events that led up to the passion of Jesus, and ultimately his resurrection from the dead, through which Jesus became the
Christ, the Messiah, the reflection of God himself to us and to the world. For
the faithful this is the turning point in history. Through Jesus’ life, death and
his defeat of death itself we celebrate
God’s promise of forgiveness and redemption, of God’s love for us and his
creation, and of God’s promise to be
with us through all the circumstances
of life—including our mountain tops
and our valleys--and ultimately through
the reality of death itself. Thanks be to
God as we, in faith, seek to be Easter people!
We hope that as many as possible can join us on Easter Sunday for worship
and communion at our regular 10:30 worship hour. Former Pastor Kemery
Baldwin will back with us to lead worship on this special day of promise and
triumph.
For those who are able and willing to venture out a little earlier Easter morning, Pat and Alan Ware have invited all of us to their gardens of beauty and
fragrance for an Easter Sunrise Service at 7 am. This will be an abbreviated
service of word and song to greet this special new day, to be followed by a light
breakfast and fellowship time hosted by the Ware’s.
At both services we once again will encourage the wearing of masks and observing social distancing. Hopefully this will be the last Easter that we need
to do so.
We wish one and all a glorious Easter celebration!
David Rauch, Church Board President
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March Church Board Report
Your Church Board met for our March monthly meeting at 6 pm on Wednesday, March 10.
After a devotional reading and opening prayer, the Board approved the minutes of the previous meeting and the
February Financial Report.
Other actions and discussions by the Board include:
Pastor Sue Williams with St John’s Chapel UCC in Springfield responded that she would be pleased to offer special pastoral services throughout our interim period. Her cell phone number is 417-812-1089. Please feel free to
call upon her directly. If you have a special need or know someone else who does, I would be happy to bring
this to Pastor Sue’s attention. She is a very gracious and caring person of faith.
The search Committee is meeting on a regular basis now and made several contacts regarding long term pastoral
leadership. Let’s be sure to continue to hold our Search Committee members in our prayers, as well as each
other, during this time of discernment.
The Board agreed to review covid related limitations and practices at our April meeting. We will be consulting
health care professionals and seeking the advice of church leaders and others as we prudently revisit this matter.
The Board is continuing to review and evaluate choices and bids for enhancing our sound system and internet reception in order to have greater technical options going forward.
Steve Springer has agreed to mow the church property for another season. Steve has done a very nice job and has
been very reasonable in what he charges considering the amount of mowing involved. Last year he charged $70
for each mowing and that will continue for 2021.
Jennifer Williams has indicated that she will no longer be able to provide child care service during the church
worship hours. The Board would like to continue to offer this service. If anyone knows anyone else who might
be interested in doing this, let one of the Board members know. We have been compensating for this service.
Amber continues to welcome volunteers who would like to read the scriptures, and/or lead other parts of the
service. Please let her know. Also, if you have special hymns you would like included in our worship services,
please communicate that to Amber as well. Amber’s leadership in preparing our Sunday bulletins and working
with our supply pastors, is greatly appreciated.
We are planning a church work day and spring clean up on Saturday, April 24. Members of Cub Scout Pack 303
will join in with us as a community service project for the pack. We will discuss this more in the weeks to
come.
If there are those who would still like to provide an Easter Lily for Easter Sunday, please contact Judy Crockett at
417-343-7496. We appreciate Judy’s willingness to take on this task this year.
Pulpit supply guests for April will include the following:
April 4, Easter, Former Pastor Kemery Baldwin
April 11, Licensed Pastor Julie Pappenfort from Nixa
April 18, still open
April 25, Licensed Pastor Cynthia Neal, from Halfway, will return.
On behalf of Your Church Board,
David Rauch, Board President
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Easter Sunday, 7:00 a.m.
April 4, 2021
Alan and Pat Ware’ s

Anyone who would like to
provide an Easter Lily for
Easter Sunday, please
contact Judy Crockett at
417-343-7496.

St. Peter’s
Spring Work Day
April 24, 2021

We can’t do it alone
There are many things which a person can do alone, but being a Christian is not one of them. The Christian
life is, above all things, a state of union with Christ, and of union of his
followers with one another. Love of
the brethren is inseparable from love
of God. Resentment toward any human being cannot exist in the same
heart with love to God. The personal
relationship to Christ can only be realized when one has “come to himself” as a member of His Body, the
Christian fellowship.

April Scriptures
Maundy Thursday
April 1, 2021
Holy Thursday

Exodus 12:1-4, (510), 11-14

Psalm 116:1-2,
12-19

1 Corinthians
11:23-26

John 13:1-17,
31b-35

Good Friday
April 2, 2021

Isaiah 52:13-53:12

Psalm 22

Hebrews 10:16-25

John 18:1-19:42

Resurrection of the
Lord
April 4, 2021
Easter Day

Acts 10:34-43
or
Isaiah 25:6-9

Psalm 118:1-2,
14-24

1 Corinthians 15:111
or
Acts 10:34-43

John 20:1-18
or
Mark 16:1-8

Second Sunday of
Easter
April 11, 2021

Acts 4:32-35

Psalm 133

1 John 1:1-2:2

John 20:19-31

Third Sunday of Easter
April 18, 2021

Acts 3:12-19

Psalm 4

1 John 3:1-7

Luke 24:36b-48

Fourth Sunday of
Easter
April 25, 2021

*Acts 4:5-12

Psalm 23

1 John 3:16-24

John 10:11-18
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The Promise of Christ
The 14th chapter of John’s gospel contains this promise our Lord gave his disciples: “If you love
me, you will keep my commandments. And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate (sometimes translated Comforter), to be with you forever” (John 14:15-16, NRSV).
Jesus added: “I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. In a little while the world will no
longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will live” (John 14:18-19).
What a wonderful promise! Jesus knew he would be dying. He knew the disciples would see his
resurrected body. But even after Jesus ascended into heaven, the disciples wouldn’t be alone.
The Holy Spirit would come to comfort and embolden them.
“[My] peace I leave with you,” Jesus concluded. “Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not
let them be afraid” (John 14:27).
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The Greatest News…
Death carries with it a certain dread. It has always been the enemy,
the great, mysterious monster that makes people quake with fear.
Death stalks the rich and the poor, the educated and the uneducated.
Death is no respecter of race, color or creed. Its shadow haunts us
day and night. We never know when the moment of death will come
for us. Is there any hope? ….
The greatest news that mortal ear has ever heard is the news that Jesus Christ has risen from the
dead, as he had promised. … Because Christ lives, we also shall live. The greatest truth that you can
ever hear is that Jesus Christ died but rose again, and that you, too, will die but can rise again into
newness of life.
—-Billy Graham

An Easter Prayer….
Kind hearts are the gardens.
Kind thoughts are the roots.
Kind words are the flowers.
Kind deeds are the fruits.

Take care of your garden
and keep out the weeds.
Fill it with sunshine,
kind words and kind deeds.
—Henry Wadsworth Longfellow

From the grave’s depths,
Lord Jesus Christ, you
emerged, breaking the hold
of sin, death and hell, that
those who trust in you
might share in your righteousness, life and beloved
community with God the
Father and all God's children. We bow in awe before your majesty, giving
thanks for your grace extended so bountifully to us.
By the power of your Spirit who lives within us, may
we share the astonishing news of your resurrection

Christian symbol —Lily
The lily that blooms around Easter is a symbol
of Christ’s resurrection because it rises from a
seemingly lifeless bulb decaying in the ground.
It is also used as a symbol of Christ himself.
The lily, a symbol of purity, is often used to represent the Virgin Mary.

Nursing Home Care: Mary Lou Hutter and Judy
Rauch
Health & Wellness: Jerry Davis, Chet Jenkins, Larry
Mathews, Raymond Garbee, Jenise Huffman, Steve Net-

Happy Birthday to…
04/01 Cody Verch

zer, Aaron Sears (Denise Hampton request), Jeannette
Wilson (Friend of Cindy Wagemann), Dwight Worsten-

04/03 Sierra Watson

holm (Chris Rauch’s brother), Ann Staiger (Hearing),

04/05 Jean Robinson

Shirley Snyder (Luella Thomas’s Friend-cancer),

04/08 Shauntae Staiger
04/18 Mark Schultz
04/19 Kelsey Rumley
04/21 Millie Webb

Brandy Richter (Cassie Staiger friend), Mike Rauch,
Rebecca Davis (Shauntae Staiger’s friend/breast cancer
and medication complications), Alan Ware, Herman
Steinmann, Jessica Verch, Pat Barker (lung cancer), All

04/30 Lavona Lurvey

those dealing with COVID or quarantine.

Happy Anniversary to…

For Pastoral Needs—
Contact Pastor Sue Williams –417-812-1089
St. John’s Chapel UCC –Springfield

04/12 Douglas/Deanna Dahlmann
04/15 Jay/Shauntae Staiger
04/18 Jess/Millie Webb
04/22 Fred/Diane Zell

Please send any May Newsletter
articles to Mary Kastendieck at:
marykasten@gmail.com by April 21.

“The very first Easter taught us this: that
life never ends and love never dies.”
…..Kate McGahan

St. Peter’s Evangelical UCC
303 NE Pine
PO Box 250
Billings, MO 65610

